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7 OTHER SECTIONS REQUIRED BY STATUTE 

7.1 GROWTH INDUCEMENT 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; Public Resources Code [PRC] Section 21100[b][5]) specifies that the 
growth-inducing impacts of a project must be addressed in an environmental impact report (EIR). The State CEQA 
Guidelines provides the following guidance for assessing growth-inducing impacts of a project (California Code of 
Regulations [CCR], Title 14, Chapter 3, Section 15126.2[d]): 

Discuss the ways in which the proposed project could foster economic or population growth, or the 
construction of additional housing, either directly or indirectly, in the surrounding environment. Included in 
this are projects which would remove obstacles to population growth (a major expansion of a wastewater 
treatment plant might, for example, allow for more construction in service areas). Increases in the population 
may tax existing community service facilities, requiring construction of new facilities that could cause 
significant environmental effects. Also, discuss the characteristics of some projects which may encourage and 
facilitate other activities that could significantly affect the environment, either individually or cumulatively. It 
must not be assumed that growth in any area is necessarily beneficial, detrimental, or of little significance to 
the environment. 

A project can induce growth directly, indirectly, or both. Direct growth inducement would result if a project involved 
construction of new housing. Indirect growth inducement would result, for instance, if implementing a project 
resulted in any of the following: 

 substantial new permanent employment opportunities (e.g., commercial, industrial, or governmental enterprises); 

 substantial short-term employment opportunities (e.g., construction employment) that indirectly stimulates the 
need for additional housing and services to support the new temporary employment demand; and/or 

 removal of an obstacle to additional growth and development, such as removing a constraint on a required public 
utility or service (e.g., construction of a major sewer line with excess capacity through an undeveloped area). 

Growth inducement itself is not an environmental effect but may foreseeably lead to environmental effects. If 
substantial growth inducement occurs, it can result in secondary environmental effects, such as increased demand for 
housing, demand for other community and public services and infrastructure capacity, increased traffic and noise, 
degradation of air or water quality, degradation or loss of plant or animal habitats, conversion of agricultural and 
open-space land to urban uses, and other effects. 

7.1.1 Growth-Inducing Effects of the Proposed Program 
Implementation of the proposed program could result in an increase in workers to implement fuel reduction treatments. 
Employee demand generated by the later treatment activities would be met by Licensed Timber Operators, other 
forestry contractors, or public agency field crews, such as California Conservation Corps, Tahoe Conservancy forestry 
crews or fire district crews. The demand for employees would be a small incremental increase over existing regional job 
demands, and workers would be expected to come from the existing local workforce or could result in some people 
relocating to near or within the program area. Implementation of the proposed program would not result in substantial 
unplanned population growth such that construction of additional housing would be required. 

Additionally, development in the Tahoe region is guided by the Regional Plan, which allows new development and 
redevelopment through authorization of residential allocations, commercial floor area, tourist accommodation units, 
and residential bonus units. As a result, development is capped in the region and implementation of fuels treatment 
projects, such as those that could occur under the proposed program would not result in a direct or indirect increase 
or change in the planned development patterns in the region.  
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For these reasons, the amount of employment generated by the proposed program would be minimal, would not 
result in substantial population growth such that construction of additional housing would be required, and would 
not result in substantial growth-inducing effects. 

7.2 SIGNIFICANT AND UNAVOIDABLE ADVERSE IMPACTS 
Public Resources Code PRC Section 21100(b)(2)(A) directs that an EIR shall include a detailed statement setting forth 
“in a separate section: any significant effect on the environment that cannot be avoided if the project is 
implemented.” Accordingly, this section provides a summary of significant environmental impacts of the Tahoe PTEIR 
that cannot be mitigated to a less-than-significant level.  

Section 2.5 of Chapter 2, “Program Description,” introduces the Standard Project Requirements (SPRs) and applicable 
California Forest Practice Rules (CFPRs) and sections of the TRPA Code of Ordinances relevant to implementation of the 
proposed program, which are all listed in Appendix B. The SPRs, CFPRs, and TRPA Code sections would be incorporated 
by CAL FIRE or other project proponent into all later treatment activities seeking to qualify for coverage under the 
proposed program as a standard part of treatment design and implementation. SPRs, CFPRs, and TRPA Code sections 
would be implemented for all treatments to the extent they are applicable, analogous to standard operating procedures 
or best management practices. SPRs, CFPRs, and TRPA Code sections are intended to avoid and minimize 
environmental impacts and, in some cases, promote compliance with applicable laws and regulations. For some 
environmental resources in specific locations or circumstances, there may be residual impacts that cannot be adequately 
avoided or minimized with implementation of SPRs, CFPRs, and TRPA Code sections. Chapter 3, “Existing Impacts and 
Mitigation Measures,” provides a description of the potential environmental impacts of the proposed program, 
implementation of applicable SPRs, CFPRs, and TRPA Code sections, and includes various mitigation measures to reduce 
residual impacts, to the extent feasible. Chapter 5, “Cumulative Impacts,” determines whether the incremental effects of 
the proposed program are significant when viewed in connection with the effects of past, present, and probable future 
projects and programs. After implementation of SPRs, CFPRs, and TRPA Code sections and mitigation measures, most of 
the impacts associated with the Tahoe PTEIR would be reduced to a less-than-significant level.  

The following impacts are considered significant and unavoidable; that is, no feasible mitigation is available or the 
mitigation measures available were not enough to reduce the impact to a less-than-significant level. It is reasonably 
anticipated that the majority of later treatment activities under the proposed program would result in less-than-
significant impacts or impacts that can be reduced to less than significant with implementation of mitigation. 
However, in some cases (e.g., Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Transportation), impacts are described as 
significant and unavoidable, even though the potential exists for impacts to be less than significant, because of 
uncertainty related, in part, to the potential infeasibility of implementing specific emission reduction techniques, the 
need for a balance between achieving treatment rate objectives and minimizing GHG impacts or immediate smoke 
impacts, and the infeasibility of purchasing and retiring carbon credits that would consume financial resources 
needed to achieve the wildfire risk reduction objectives of the proposed program. Additionally, because of the rural 
nature of the majority of the program area and the required equipment and number of employees associated with 
each later treatment activity, it would not be feasible to reduce VMT generated under the proposed program beyond 
encouraging workers to carpool. Note, this is only a summary of potentially significant and unavoidable impacts; it is 
important to review the discussions in Chapters 3 and 5 of this PTEIR to understand the full context of the impact 
significance determinations. 

Implementation of the proposed program would result in the following significant unavoidable environmental 
impacts after implementation of feasible mitigation measures: 

 Impact 3.4-1: Potential to Generate Emissions that Would Contribute to an Exceedance of CAAQS or NAAQS in the LTAB 

 Impact 3.9-2: Generate GHG Emissions through Treatment Activities 

 Impact 3.14-2: Conflict or be Inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3, Subdivision(b) 

Cumulative impacts for the issues listed above would also be significant and unavoidable (cumulatively considerable) 
as a result of implementation of the proposed program. 
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7.3 SIGNIFICANT AND IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGES 
The State CEQA Guidelines requires a discussion of any significant irreversible environmental changes that would be 
caused by the project. Specifically, the State CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.2(c) states: 

Uses of nonrenewable resources during the initial and continued phases of the project may be irreversible, 
since a large commitment of such resources makes removal or nonuse thereafter unlikely. Primary impacts 
and, particularly, secondary impacts (such as highway improvement which provides access to a previously 
inaccessible area) generally commit future generation to similar uses. Also, irreversible damage can result 
from environmental accidents associated with the project. Irretrievable commitments of resources should be 
evaluated to assure that such current consumption is justified. 

Generally, a project would result in significant irreversible environmental changes if: 

 the primary and secondary impacts would generally commit future generations to similar uses; 

 the project would involve uses in which irreversible damage could result from any potential environmental 
accidents associated with the project; 

 the project would involve a large commitment of nonrenewable resources; or 

 the proposed consumption of resources is not justified (e.g., the project involves the wasteful use of energy). 

The proposed program would include implementation of the treatment activities described in Chapter 2, “Program 
Description,” which include various methods of treating vegetation to reduce wildfire risk. Vegetation removal is 
generally a temporary change, and the proposed program would not include any changes to land use or 
construction of any structures that would commit future generations to similar uses. The proposed program would 
not involve any construction that would use nonrenewable resources. Energy would be consumed for 
implementation of the proposed program in the form of fossil fuel (e.g., diesel and other petroleum fuels) 
combustion in the engines of vehicles and equipment that would be used for vegetation removal. However, as 
discussed in Section 3.7, “Energy,” the proposed program would not result in significant environmental impacts 
related to the unnecessary, inefficient, or wasteful use of resources. For these reasons, the proposed program would 
not result in significant irreversible environmental changes. 
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