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3.11 HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
This section evaluates potential health, safety, and environmental impacts related to hazardous materials that could 
result from implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR. It describes nature of potential impacts that could occur as a result of 
the vegetation treatment activities. This section also describes the existing hazards and hazardous materials in the 
program area and identifies the applicable federal and state plans, policies, and laws and local plans, policies, and 
regulations.  

While it is likely that some Tahoe PTEIR treatment activities may occur within 2 miles of the South Lake Tahoe airport, 
activities proposed under the Tahoe PTEIR do not include the development of new structures or facilities. Therefore, 
the Tahoe PTEIR would not violate any structural height standards that could interfere with aircraft flight patterns or 
air traffic control communications. Prescribed burning is maintained at low intensities that would not generate 
sufficient smoke to affect air traffic. Furthermore, the Tahoe PTEIR would not pose a significant safety hazard for 
people residing or working within 2 miles of an airport because no new residents would result from Tahoe PTEIR 
implementation, and teams of workers would be small and only temporarily present within a treatment site. This issue 
is not discussed further in this PTEIR.  

Implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR would not alter potential emergency evacuation routes or impair an adopted 
emergency plan, as no alterations to roadways would occur and treatment activities would be temporary and occur 
off road and in remote areas. There could be additional vehicle traffic (i.e. trucks hauling logs) but would not disrupt 
roadways. While there may be disruptions to some rural access points when vegetation treatment activities are being 
implemented, these disruptions would be temporary and implemented for the protection of the public during 
treatments (e.g., when prescribed burning is occurring) and access would be return to existing conditions once the 
activity is complete. Thus, the Tahoe PTEIR would not have any significant impacts on adopted emergency response 
or emergency evacuation plans. This issue is not discussed further in this PTEIR. 

No comments received on the notice of preparation were related to hazardous materials. 

3.11.1 Regulatory Setting 

FEDERAL 

Management of Hazardous Materials 
Various federal laws address the proper handling, use, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials, as well as 
requiring measures to prevent or mitigate injury to health or the environment if such materials are accidentally 
released. The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is the agency primarily responsible for enforcement and 
implementation of federal laws and regulations pertaining to hazardous materials. Applicable federal regulations 
pertaining to hazardous materials are primarily contained in Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Titles 29, 40, and 49. 
Hazardous materials, as defined in the Code, are listed in 49 CFR 172.101. Management of hazardous materials is 
governed by the following laws. 

 The Toxic Substances Control Act of 1976 (15 U.S. Code [USC] Section 2601 et seq.) regulates the manufacturing, 
inventory, and disposition of industrial chemicals, including hazardous materials. Section 403 of the Toxic 
Substances Control Act establishes standards for lead-based paint hazards in paint, dust, and soil. 

 The Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976 (42 USC 6901 et seq.) is the law under which EPA regulates 
hazardous waste from the time the waste is generated until its final disposal (“cradle to grave”). 

 The Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (also called the Superfund 
Act or CERCLA) (42 USC 9601 et seq.) gives EPA authority to seek out parties responsible for releases of 
hazardous substances and ensure their cooperation in site remediation. 
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 The Superfund Amendments and Reauthorization Act (SARA) of 1986 (Public Law 99-499; USC Title 42, Chapter 116), 
also known as SARA Title III or the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA), imposes 
hazardous materials planning requirements to help protect local communities in the event of accidental release. 

 The Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure (SPCC) rule includes requirements for oil spill prevention, 
preparedness, and response to prevent oil discharges to navigable waters and adjoining shorelines. The rule 
requires specific facilities to prepare, amend, and implement SPCC Plans. The SPCC rule is part of the Oil 
Pollution Prevention regulation, which also includes the Facility Response Plan rule. 

Transport of Hazardous Materials 
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), in conjunction with the EPA, is responsible for enforcement and 
implementation of federal laws and regulations pertaining to the transportation of hazardous materials. The U.S.DOT 
regulates transport of hazardous materials between states and is responsible for protecting the public from dangers 
associated with such transport. The federal hazardous materials transportation law, 49 USC 5101 et seq. (formerly the 
Hazardous Materials Transportation Act 49 USC 1801 et seq.) is the basic statute regulating transport of hazardous 
materials in the United States. Hazardous materials transport regulations are enforced by the Federal Highway 
Administration, the U.S. Coast Guard, the Federal Railroad Administration, and the Federal Aviation Administration. 

Worker Safety 
The federal Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) is the agency responsible for assuring worker 
safety in the handling and use of chemicals identified in the Occupational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (Public Law 
91-596, 9 USC 651 et seq.). OSHA has adopted numerous regulations pertaining to worker safety, contained in CFR 
Title 29. These regulations set standards for safe workplaces and work practices, including standards relating to the 
handling of hazardous materials and those required for excavation and trenching.  

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

Tahoe Regional Plan 
Goals and policies of the Regional Plan that are related to hazardous materials are located in the Water Quality 
section of the Land Use Element. Relevant excerpts are included below. 

GOAL WQ-2: Reduce or eliminate point sources of pollutants which affect, or potentially affect, water quality in the 
Tahoe region. 

 Policy WQ-2.3: Underground storage tanks for sewage, fuel, or other potentially harmful substances shall meet 
standards set forth in TRPA ordinances, and shall be installed, maintained, and monitored in accordance with the 
Best Management Practices Handbook.  

Leaking underground tanks are a nationwide water quality problem. In the Tahoe Region, the environmental 
impacts of leaking tanks may be especially noticeable and harmful to the environment. 

 Policy WQ-2.5: TRPA shall cooperate with other agencies with jurisdiction in the Lake Tahoe Region in the 
preparation, evaluation, and implementation of toxic and hazardous spill control plans.  

A single spill of a toxic or hazardous material in the Region could reverse progress in attaining water quality goals 
gained at great local expense and effort. TRPA will cooperate with the U.S. Forest Service, the EPA, and state 
water quality and health agencies to prevent and control toxic and hazardous spills. 

Code of Ordinances 
Applicable sections of the TRPA Code of Ordinances include the following. 

 60.1.3.D Prohibition of Toxic or Hazardous Waste Discharge 

The discharge of toxic or hazardous waste to Lake Tahoe, other lakes in the region, their tributaries, the ground waters 
of the Tahoe region, the lands of the Tahoe region, or the Truckee River within the Tahoe region is prohibited. 
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 60.1.6 Spill Control 

All persons handling, transporting, using, or storing toxic or hazardous substances shall comply with the 
applicable requirements of state and federal law regarding spill prevention, reporting, recovery, and clean-up. 
Sewage collection, conveyance, and treatment districts shall have sewage spill contingency, prevention, and 
detection plans approved by the state agency of appropriate jurisdiction and submitted to TRPA for review and 
approval within three years of the effective date of the Regional Plan. 

 80.3.2.E: Findings for All Projects. Hazardous Materials.  

TRPA must find that measures will be taken to prevent spill or discharges of hazardous materials. 

STATE 

Management of Hazardous Materials 
In California, both federal and state community right-to-know laws are coordinated through the Governor’s Office of 
Emergency Services. The federal law, SARA Title III or EPCRA, described above, encourages and supports emergency 
planning efforts at the state and local levels and to provide local governments and the public with information about 
potential chemical hazards in their communities. Because of the community right-to-know laws, information is 
collected from facilities that handle (e.g., produce, use, store) hazardous materials above certain quantities. The 
provisions of EPCRA apply to four major categories: 

 emergency planning, 

 emergency release notification, 

 reporting of hazardous chemical storage, and 

 inventory of toxic chemical releases. 

The corresponding state law is Chapter 6.95 of the California Health and Safety Code (Hazardous Materials Release 
Response Plans and Inventory). Under this law, qualifying businesses are required to prepare a Hazardous Materials 
Business Plan, which would include hazardous materials and hazardous waste management procedures and 
emergency response procedures, including emergency spill cleanup supplies and equipment. At such time as the 
applicant begins to use hazardous materials at levels that reach applicable state and/or federal thresholds, the plan is 
submitted to the administering agency. 

The California Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), a division of the California Environmental Protection 
Agency, has primary regulatory responsibility over hazardous materials in California, working in conjunction with EPA 
to enforce and implement hazardous materials laws and regulations. As required by Section 65962.5 of the California 
Government Code, DTSC maintains a hazardous waste and substances site list for the state, known as the Cortese 
List. Individual regional water quality control boards (RWQCBs) are the lead agencies responsible for identifying, 
monitoring, and cleaning up leaking underground storage tanks (USTs). The Lahontan RWQCB has jurisdiction over 
the Tahoe PTEIR program area. 

Transport of Hazardous Materials and Hazardous Materials Emergency Response Plan 
The State of California has adopted U.S. Department of Transportation regulations for the movement of hazardous 
materials originating within the state and passing through the state; state regulations are contained in 26 California 
Code of Regulations (CCR). State agencies with primary responsibility for enforcing state regulations and responding 
to hazardous materials transportation emergencies are the California Highway Patrol and the California Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans). Together, these agencies determine container types used and license hazardous waste 
haulers to transport hazardous waste on public roads. 
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California has developed an emergency response plan to coordinate emergency services provided by federal, state, 
and local governments and private agencies. Response to hazardous materials incidents is one part of the plan. The 
plan is managed by the Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, which coordinates the responses of other agencies 
in the program area. 

Management of Construction/Implementation Activities 
Through the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act and the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
program, RWQCBs have the authority to require proper management of hazardous materials during project 
construction. For a detailed description of the Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act, the NPDES program, and the role of 
the Lahontan RWQCB, see Section 3.12, “Hydrology and Water Quality.” 

Worker Safety 
The California Occupational Safety and Health Administration (Cal/OSHA) assumes primary responsibility for developing 
and enforcing workplace safety regulations within the state. Cal/OSHA standards are typically more stringent than 
federal OSHA regulations and are presented in Title 8 of the CCR. Cal/OSHA conducts onsite evaluations and issues 
notices of violation to enforce necessary improvements to health and safety practices. 

LOCAL 
Types of local regulations relevant to hazardous materials include general plan policies, local emergency operation 
plans, and zoning requirements.  

Lake Tahoe Geographic Response Plan  
The Lake Tahoe Geographic Response Plan (LTGRP) is the principal guide for agencies within the Lake Tahoe 
watershed, its incorporated cities, and other local government entities in mitigating hazardous materials emergencies. 
The LTGRP establishes the policies, responsibilities, and procedures required to protect life, environment, and 
property from the effects of hazardous materials incidents. The LTGRP establishes the emergency response 
organization for hazardous materials incidents occurring within the Lake Tahoe watershed. The plan is generally 
intended to be used for oil spills or chemical releases that impact or could potentially impact drainages entering Lake 
Tahoe and the Truckee River. 

Certified Unified Program Agency 
The El Dorado County Department of Environmental Management, Hazardous Waste Division, is approved by Cal-
EPA as the Certified Unified Program Agency (CUPA) for El Dorado County. Placer County Environmental Health 
(PCEH) is the designated CUPA authorized pursuant to Section 25502 of Chapter 6.95 of the California Health and 
Safety Code for all areas of Placer County except the City of Roseville. The Unified Program is a consolidation of state 
environmental programs into one program under the authority of a CUPA. Agencies participating with the county in 
the program include the California Environmental Protection Agency (Cal EPA), DTSC, Cal OES, Office of State Fire 
Marshal, and SWRCB.  

El Dorado County General Plan 
The July 2004 El Dorado County General Plan identifies public health and safety issues and provides guidance for 
protecting the health, safety, and welfare of El Dorado County residents. The goals objectives and policies within the 
General Plan include recognizing and reducing the threats to public health and the environment posed by the use, 
storage, manufacture, transport, release, and disposal of hazardous materials (Goal 6.6). This includes regulation of 
the use, storage, manufacture, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials in accordance with state and federal 
regulations (Objective 6.6.1). The Hazardous Waste Management Plan shall serve as the implementation program for 
management of hazardous waste to protect the health, safety, property of residents and visitors, and to minimize 
environmental degradation while maintaining economic viability (Policy 6.6.1.1). If contamination is found to exist by 
the site investigations, it shall be corrected and remediated in compliance with applicable laws, regulations, and 
standards before the issuance of a new land use entitlement or building permit. The Plan includes requirements to 
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correct and remediate contamination by hazardous materials for any permitted activity involving ground disturbance 
(Policy 6.6.1.2). Additionally, provision must be made for disposal of aviation generated petroleum, oils, lubricants, 
and solvents at the County airports (Policy 6.6.1.3). 

El Dorado County Hazardous Materials Area Plan 
The El Dorado County Hazardous Materials Area Plan describes the County’s pre-incident planning and preparedness 
for hazardous materials releases. It clarifies the roles and responsibilities of federal, state, and local agencies during a 
hazardous materials incident. It also describes the County’s hazardous materials incident response program, training, 
communications and post-incident recovery procedures. 

Placer County General Plan 
The Health and Safety Element of the Placer County General Plan includes goals and policies intended to minimize 
injury to people and damage to property from exposure to wildland fire hazards and hazardous materials use, 
transport, treatment, and disposal. Specific policies require the county to ensure that projects use, transport, store, 
and dispose of hazardous materials in compliance with local, state, and federal safety standards (Policies 8.G.1, 8.G.3, 
8.G.5, and 8.G.6). The General Plan also includes policies to provide the county with information regarding how the 
project will reduce hazardous waste production, recycling of hazardous wastes, and a plan for emergency response in 
the event that hazardous materials are accidentally released (Policies 8.G.9 and 8.G.10).  

Placer County Office of Emergency Services 
The Placer County Office of Emergency Services (OES) implements the state’s Right-to-Know Ordinance that gives 
Placer County OES the authority to inventory hazardous materials used by businesses. Placer County OES is 
responsible for administering the Placer County emergency management program on a day-to-day basis and during 
disasters. The office is charged with providing the necessary planning, coordination, response support, and 
communications with all agencies affected by large-scale emergencies or disasters. Placer County OES works in 
cooperation with other disciplines such as law enforcement, fire protection, emergency medical services, state and 
federal agencies, utilities, private industry, and volunteer groups to provide a coordinated response to disasters. 
Placer County OES becomes the single focal point for centralized management and coordination of emergency 
response and recovery operations during a disaster or emergency affecting the county. Placer County OES will be 
activated when an emergency situation occurs that exceeds local and/or in-field capabilities to adequately respond to 
and mitigate the incident.  

Placer Operational Area East Side Emergency Evacuation Plan  
Office of Emergency Services implements the Placer Operational Area East Side Emergency Evacuation Plan (Placer 
County 2015). This plan was developed to help increase preparedness and facilitate the efficient and rapid evacuation 
of threatened communities in the far eastern end of the county in the event of an emergency, probably a forest fire 
or flood. The plan provides details regarding evacuation alerts, evacuation emergency medical services and public 
information, traffic control, transportation, communication, and animal services. Interstate 80 (I80) and State Routes 
(SR) 28, 89, and 267 comprise the major evacuation routes in the program area. A number of emergency operations 
centers and evacuation centers have been identified in Kings Beach, Tahoe City, and Truckee. 

City of South Lake Tahoe General Plan 
The Health and safety Element of the 2011 General Plan provides the policy context to achieve its vision for future 
health and safety. The Plan includes Goals HS-1 to plan, train, and respond to major incidences and disasters and HS-
6 to protect and maintain the safety of residents, businesses, and visitors by reducing, and where possible eliminating 
exposure to hazardous materials, waste, and natural substances. 
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3.11.2 Environmental Setting 
For purposes of this section, the term “hazardous materials” refers to both hazardous substances and hazardous 
wastes. A “hazardous material” is defined as “a substance or material that … is capable of posing an unreasonable risk 
to health, safety, and property when transported in commerce” (49 CFR 171.8). California Health and Safety Code 
Section 25501 defines a hazardous material as follows:  

Hazardous material means any material that, because of its quantity, concentration, or physical, or chemical 
characteristics, poses a significant present or potential hazard to human health and safety or to the 
environment if released into the workplace or the environment. “Hazardous materials” include, but are not 
limited to, hazardous substances, hazardous waste, and any material which a handler or the administering 
agency has a reasonable basis for believing that it would be injurious to the health and safety of persons or 
harmful to the environment if released into the workplace or the environment.  

Hazardous wastes are defined in California Health and Safety Code Section 25141(b) as wastes that … 
because of their quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics, [may either] 
cause, or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or an increase in serious illness [or] pose a 
substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment when improperly treated, stored, 
transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed.  

Potential hazards are summarized as hazardous materials, if present in soils, that can be disturbed and dispersed by 
vegetation treatment activities, particularly those using heavy equipment. Soil contamination generally occurs in areas 
that are or have been previously developed, especially with industrial-type uses. Soil contamination in the Tahoe 
PTEIR program area generally occurs in areas that are or have been previously developed, especially along SR 89, SR 
28, and US 50 (SWRCB 2019). Most of the existing hazardous materials sites in the program area are from leaking 
underground storage tanks (LUSTs), which have been remediated. There are also documented spills of 
tetrachloroethylene, diesel, methyl tert-butyl ether (MTBE), and alcohols which have been remediated. There is one 
active tetrachloroethylene contamination area near the ‘Y’ in South Lake Tahoe but it is not located within the 
program area (Figure 3.11-1). Only two active LUSTs are within the program area. The active LUSTs are gasoline tanks 
located at Tahoe Marina Lodge Pier for the refueling of boats in Tahoe City and the former Al’s Ski Run Chevron for 
fueling of autos in South Lake Tahoe and are labeled on Figure 3.11-1.  

To implement the proposed program, common household hazardous materials such as fuels, oils, lubricants, 
solvents, and detergents would be used for equipment and vehicle use and maintenance. As described in Section 2, 
“Program Description,” agencies that comprise the Tahoe Fire and Fuels Team, have already treated thousands of 
acres to manage forest conditions in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) surrounding Tahoe’s communities. 
Therefore, transportation, use, and storage of hazardous materials associated with treatment activities already occur 
in the program area under existing conditions.  

3.11.3 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

METHODOLOGY 
The following reports and data sources document potentially hazardous conditions at the project site and were 
reviewed for this analysis: 

 available literature, including documents published by federal, state, county, city, and local agencies; and 

 review of applicable elements from the plans listed in the regulatory setting. 



Ascent Environmental  Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Draft Tahoe Program Timberland EIR 3.11-7 

 
Source: Data downloaded from State Water Resources Control Board in 2019 

Figure 3.11-1 Active Hazardous Material Sites in or near the Program Area 
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Treatment activities included in the proposed program were evaluated against the hazardous materials information 
gathered from the sources cited above to determine whether any risks to public health and safety or other conflicts 
would occur. Significance determinations also assume the implementation of project SPRs relevant to hazards and 
hazardous materials (also included in Appendix B), including: 

 SPR HAZ-1 Maintain All Equipment: The project implementer will maintain all diesel- and gasoline-powered 
equipment per manufacturer’s specifications, and in compliance with all state and federal emissions 
requirements. Maintenance records will be available for verification. Prior to the start of treatment activities, the 
project implementer will inspect all equipment for leaks and inspect everyday thereafter until equipment is 
removed from the site. Any equipment found leaking will be promptly removed.  

 SPR HAZ-2 Require Spark Arrestors: The project implementer will be required to use mechanized hand tools that 
have federal- or state-approved spark arrestors. This SPR applies only to manual treatment activities. 

 SPR HAZ-3 Require Fire Extinguishers: The project proponent will require tree cutting crews to carry one fire 
extinguisher per chainsaw. Each vehicle would be equipped with one long-handled shovel and one axe or Pulaski 
consistent with PRC Section 4428. This SPR applies only to manual treatment activities. 

 SPR HAZ-4 Prohibit Smoking in Vegetated Areas: The project implementer will require that smoking is only permitted 
in designated smoking areas barren or cleared to mineral soil at least 3 feet in diameter (PRC Section 4423.4). 

THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
The exposure of people to smoke-related hazards, including potential respiratory effects of smoke resulting from 
prescribed burns, are analyzed in Section 3.5, “Air Quality.” The exposure of people or structures to risks from 
wildland fires is addressed in Section 3.2, “Wildfire.” These issues are not described further in this section of the PTEIR. 

Based on Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, an impact related to hazards and hazardous materials is 
considered significant if implementation of later treatment activities under the Tahoe PTEIR would: 

 create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of 
hazardous materials; 

 create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and/or 
accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment; 

 emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-
quarter mile of an existing or proposed school; and 

 be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government 
Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. 



Ascent Environmental  Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Draft Tahoe Program Timberland EIR 3.11-9 

IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES 

Impact 3.11-1: Create a Significant Health Hazard from the Routine Transport, Use, or 
Disposal of Hazardous Materials or Accidental Release Into the Environment 

Implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR would require the use of various types of equipment and vehicles, which require 
fuels, oils, and lubricants to operate. The routine use, transport, and disposal of these substances could result in an 
accidental upset or health hazard if released into the environment. SPR HAZ-1 would be implemented during 
treatment activities, which requires that all equipment be properly maintained per manufacturer’s specifications, 
requires regular inspection of all equipment for leaks, and requires that any equipment found leaking is required to 
be promptly removed from a treatment site. This SPR would minimize leaks and the potential for resultant 
contamination to enter the environment. Additionally, the program would be required to comply with federal, state, 
county, and local laws that regulate the use, transport, storage, and disposal of hazardous materials. Although 
implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR would increase the pace and scale of vegetation treatments and thus increase the 
use of hazardous materials in the program area, no new or more severe significant hazards to the public would be 
created from implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR. This impact would be less than significant. 

Implementation of prescribed burning, manual treatments, and mechanical treatments associated with the Tahoe 
PTEIR would require the transportation, use, and storage of common household hazardous materials such as fuels, 
oils, and lubricants. Treatment activities under the Tahoe PTEIR would utilize mechanical equipment and vehicles, such 
as chain saws, harvesters, forwarders, skid steers, excavators, dozers, dozer transport, loaders, tow chippers, track 
chippers, masticators, feller/buncher, and rubber-tired skidders, which need fuels, oils, and lubricants to operate. These 
types of substances are considered household hazardous materials and can adversely impact human health or the 
environment if released in large quantities. Equipment and vehicles are likely to be fueled, lubricated, and serviced as 
needed on-site during multi-day treatments. Fuels would also be used during prescribed burns for fire ignition. The use 
of these substances could result in an accidental release of these hazardous substances into the environment should any 
leaks or spills occur. SPR HAZ-1 would be implemented by later treatment activities, which requires that all equipment 
be properly maintained per manufacturer’s specifications, requires inspection of all equipment for leaks before the start 
of a project and every day until the project is complete, and requires that any equipment found leaking be promptly 
removed from a given project site. This SPR would minimize leaks and the risk of resultant contamination from entering 
the environment. Although fuels would be used during prescribed burns for ignition, fuels used for prescribed burning 
would be completely consumed during the burning process such that no hazardous materials would persist. The federal, 
state, and local laws described in Section 3.11.1, “Regulatory Setting,” regulate the use, transport, storage, and disposal of 
hazardous materials to minimize potential health risks, including the DTSC’s Unified Program, and OSHA and EPA 
regulations. All project implementers conducting qualifying treatments under the Tahoe PTEIR would be required to 
comply with these regulatory requirements. In addition, the types of household hazardous materials proposed for use 
under the Tahoe PTEIR are currently in use under existing vegetation management activities. Although implementation 
of the Tahoe PTEIR would increase the pace and scale of treatments on the California side of the Tahoe Basin and thus 
increase the use of household hazardous materials in the program area, with implementation of SPRs and adherence to 
relevant regulations, no new or more severe significant hazards would be created from the use of common household 
hazardous materials under the Tahoe PTEIR. This impact would be less than significant.  

Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required for this impact.  
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Impact 3.11-2: Emit Hazardous Emissions or Handle Hazardous or Acutely Hazardous 
Materials, Substances, or Wastes Within One-quarter Mile of an Existing or Proposed School 
or Other Sensitive Receptor  

There are ten schools, one hospital, and many daycare centers within 0.25 miles of the program area. Treatment 
activities that could occur within 0.25 miles of a school would involve limited use of hazardous materials, such as 
fuels, oils, and lubricants. There are no known hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, substances, or waste that 
could be disturbed by the Tahoe PTEIR within 0.25 mile of the sensitive receptors and schools. Compliance with 
applicable regulations is sufficient to minimize impacts to sensitive receptors and schools. No substantial differences 
between the effects on schools or sensitive receptor compared to the general public are anticipated. Therefore, this 
impact would be less than significant.  

All ten of the schools on the California side of the Tahoe Basin (Kings Beach Elementary, North Tahoe School, North 
Tahoe High School, Tahoe Lake Elementary School, Bijou Community School, Tahoe Valley Elementary School, Lake 
Tahoe Environmental Science Magnet School, Sierra House Elementary School, South Tahoe Middle School, and 
South Tahoe High School) and sensitive receptors (Barton Memorial Hospital and many daycare centers) are located 
within or adjacent to the program area. These sensitive receptors are located within Community Fuel Reduction Areas 
of the Tahoe PTEIR and are intermixed with smaller-acreage parcels that are publicly or privately owned. These areas 
include developed parcels and undeveloped urban lots within and surrounding developed neighborhoods. 
Silvicultural prescriptions within Community Fuel Reduction Areas would predominately consist of shaded fuel 
break/defensible space prescriptions as described in Section 2.3.1 of Chapter 2, “Program Description,” and manual 
treatments as described in Section 2.4.1. With implementation of the proposed program, understory burning would 
not be a typical treatment method in the Community Fuel Reduction Areas. 

Implementation of the proposed program would comply with applicable federal, state, and local regulations and would 
implement SPRs that would minimize the risk of a spill or accidental release of hazardous materials during treatment 
activities in the program area. Because such laws are established to be protective of human health and the environment, 
compliance with applicable regulations is sufficient to ensure that any hazardous materials used by the proposed 
program would not result in adverse effects because of exposure of the public or environment to hazardous materials 
through the routine use, storage, or transport of hazardous materials or from accidental release or upset within 0.25 
miles of a sensitive receptor. No substantial differences between the effects on schools or sensitive receptor compared 
to the general public are anticipated. For these reasons, this impact would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required for this impact.  

Impact 3.11-3: Expose the Public or Environment to Significant Hazards from Disturbance to 
Known Hazardous Material Sites 

Soil disturbance by mechanical treatments and prescribed burning have the potential to expose workers, the public, 
and the environment to risks associated with existing hazardous materials if present within treatment areas. There are 
two known, leaking underground storage tanks of gasoline within the program area that do not have documentation 
of remediation. No other hazardous material sites without documentation of remediation are known within the 
program area. Treatment activities would typically occur on undeveloped sites, which are unlikely to contain 
hazardous material due to their lack of development. Because of the lack of known hazardous material sites within 
the program area and the likelihood that treatment activities would occur in undeveloped areas, the impact would be 
less than significant. 

Hazardous materials, if present in soils, can be disturbed and dispersed by vegetation treatment activities that require 
soil disturbance such as mechanical and prescribed burning treatments. Forest management and fuel reduction 
activities included in the proposed program would be located on private, local jurisdiction, and California Tahoe 
Conservancy lands in the WUI and select contiguous areas of general forest outside of the WUI throughout the 
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California side of the Tahoe Basin. As described in Section 3.11.2 and required by Government Code Section 65962.5, 
there are only two documented leaking underground storage tanks and no known hazardous material sites that have 
not been remediated within the program area. All other hazardous material sites have documentation of remediation. 
Due to the lack of known hazardous material sites and undeveloped nature of the treatment sites, most of the areas 
to be treated are unlikely to contain active hazardous material sites from previous uses. Therefore, the impact would 
be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required for this impact.  
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