
To:  NTFPD Board of Directors 

From:  Michael S. Schwartz, Fire Chief 

Date:  5/26/2020 

 

SUBJECT: AGENDA ITEM #7, AMBULANCE SERVICE CHANGES ALONG THE 89 

AND 267 CORRIDORS (SQUAW VALLEY AND NORTH STAR SERVICE 

AREAS) 

 

Background 

 

Squaw Valley Fire and Northstar Fire are contemplating adding ambulance service to their 

districts.  On May 1, Chief Schwartz provided Chief Riley (Squaw Valley) with a memorandum 

regarding his thoughts and concerns on the matter, and a similar memorandum was sent to Chief 

Bailey (NorthStar Fire) on May 11, 2020. On May 22, Chief Schwartz, Board President Baffone, 

along with Chief Seline and Board Presidents Herrick (from Truckee Fire) sent a joint letter to 

the Squaw Valley Fire and Northstar Fire General Managers and Boards their respective Boards 

of Directors.  The summary from the letter is as follows: 

 

The decision to begin providing ambulance service is a weighty one. Finances and 

the level of service to be provided are two of the important factors to consider. 

Impacts to the regional system of emergency medical and fire protection services 

and the neighboring service providers and collaborators must also be considered.  

We respect the autonomy and independence of your agencies, as well as your 

desire to be responsive to the communities you serve. However, those issues and 

decisions should not be made in a vacuum. 

 

Unfortunately, we see you heading down the wrong road.  When we see 

something, we should say something.  Here we are saying that there is more for 

you to consider and raising awareness to our concerns. We respectfully ask that 

before either agency proceeds further with formal action to provide ambulance 

services, that you convene meetings and detailed discussions with us and other 

stakeholders so that all relevant perspectives and issues can be considered when 

determining how best to provide these critical life-safety services. 

 

Recommendation 

 

Discussion and possible action 


