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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
and 

ANNOUNCEMENT OF SCOPING MEETINGS 

Tahoe Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report 

Release Date: June 13, 2019 

To: California State Clearinghouse, California Responsible and Trustee Agencies, 
Other Public Agencies, and Interested Individuals and Organizations 

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report  

Lead Agency: California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
P.O. Box 944246  
Sacramento, CA 94244-2460 
Contact: Bill Solinsky 
Phone: 916-657-0300 
Email: TahoePTEIR@ntfire.net 

Consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is the lead agency under CEQA for the preparation of a program 
timberland environmental impact report (PTEIR) for a long-term program of wildfire risk reduction within 
the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). CAL FIRE prepared this Notice of Preparation (NOP) pursuant to 
Section 15082 of the State CEQA Guidelines.  

This NOP is intended to inform responsible, trustee, and other affected or interested agencies and the 
public that a PTEIR will be prepared to address potential environmental impacts resulting from 
implementation of the program. Agencies should comment on the elements of potential environmental 
effects that are relevant to their statutory responsibilities in connection with the implementation of the 
proposed project. Comments on this NOP should be submitted by July 15, 2019. 

SCOPING MEETINGS 

Two PTEIR scoping meetings are scheduled to provide additional information about the project and the 
environmental review process. The meetings will provide interested parties with the opportunity to offer early 
input into the project, as well as to comment on the scope of environmental issues, potential environmental 
effects, and alternatives to be considered in the PTEIR. The scoping meetings will be held in conjunction with 
screenings of the documentary film Wilder than Wild: Fire, Forests, and the Future at the following times and 
locations: 
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June 13, 2019 
Beginning at 6:00 p.m.  

North Tahoe Events Center 
8318 North Lake Boulevard 

Kings Beach, CA 96143 

June 28, 2019 
Beginning at 7:00 p.m.  

Taylor Creek Visitor Center 
3 miles north of the City of South Lake Tahoe on 

Highway 89 
Look for the entrance sign on the north side of the road 

PROJECT LOCATION 

The locations of forest management and fuel reduction activities that will be analyzed in the PTEIR will be 
on private, local jurisdiction, and California Tahoe Conservancy (Conservancy) lands in the wildland-urban 
interface (WUI) throughout the California side of the Tahoe Basin. The project area includes public lands 
identified for treatment in the Lake Tahoe Basin Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), as well as 
other public and private lands that could be treated through agreements with property owners (Figure 1). 
Fuel reduction activities would be located in the City of South Lake Tahoe and in unincorporated areas of El 
Dorado and Placer Counties including, but not limited to: Meyers, Cascade properties near Cascade Lake, 
Tahoma, Homewood, Alpine Peaks, Tahoe City, Dollar Point, Carnelian Bay, Tahoe Vista, and Kings Beach. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The PTEIR will address forest management and fuel reduction on private, local jurisdiction, and 
Conservancy lands in the WUI throughout the California side of the Tahoe Basin. It will evaluate a long-
term forest fuel reduction program that includes initial and retreatments of project areas identified in the 
CWPP, as well as ongoing fuel management on private lands in coordination with property owners 
(Figure 1). The project includes numerous forest treatment activities to reduce the risk of wildfire including 
mechanical thinning, manual/hand thinning, prescribed broadcast burning, understory burning, pile 
burning, sale and transport of merchantable timber, and the transport and use of biomass for energy 
generation and wood pulp products. Herbicide treatment is not proposed. 

CAL FIRE, Lake Valley Fire Protection District, North Tahoe Fire Protection District, South Lake Tahoe Fire 
Department, Fallen Leaf Fire Department, Meeks Bay Fire Protection District, and the Conservancy have 
worked for years to create fire-adapted communities, restore forest resilience, and achieve other 
objectives consistent with the Multi-Jurisdictional Fuel Reduction and Wildfire Prevention Strategy and the 
CWPP within the California portion of the Tahoe Basin. CAL FIRE will prepare the PTEIR to more 
efficiently and comprehensively evaluate the effects of forest management within the WUI, and 
streamline the project approval and delivery process for subsequent fuel reduction activities that are 
consistent with the PTEIR.  

CAL FIRE has primary authority for project review and approval as the lead agency under CEQA and the 
Forest Practices Act. Lake Valley Fire Protection District, North Tahoe Fire Protection District, South Lake 
Tahoe Fire Department, Fallen Leaf Fire Department, Meeks Bay Fire Protection District, and the 
Conservancy may serve as responsible agencies in approving later activities pursuant to State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15168, and following California Forest Practice Rules. Most activities covered under 
the PTEIR would be exempt from Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) review under existing 
Memoranda of Understanding (MOUs) between TRPA and the implementing agencies. Approvals from 
the El Dorado County Air Quality Management District and Placer County Air Pollution Control District 
would be required for prescribed burning that could occur with implementation of later fuel reduction 
activities consistent with the PTEIR. Approval from the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board 
would be required for later fuel reduction activities. 
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The project objectives are to:  

 Reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires that could damage Lake Tahoe Basin forests, watersheds, 
habitats, and communities; 

 Increase Lake Tahoe Basin forest resilience to effects of climate change--including prolonged drought, 
pest and disease outbreaks and increased tree mortality; 

 Protect and restore meadow and riparian ecosystem processes and functions, and forest habitat 
quality in the Lake Tahoe Basin; and 

 Develop and implement all-lands fuel reduction, forest health improvement, and restoration projects 
that deliver multiple community and ecosystems service benefits. 

ALTERNATIVES 

The State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15126.6) require that an EIR evaluate a range of reasonable 
alternatives to the project, which would feasibly attain most of the basic objectives of the project but 
would avoid or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project. A PTEIR includes a 
comparative analysis of the alternatives and identification of the environmentally superior alternative. A 
PTEIR does not need to consider every conceivable alternative to a project. Instead, it will address a 
reasonable range of potentially feasible alternatives that would meet most project objectives and 
provide for informed decision making and public participation. Section 15126.6(e) of the State CEQA 
Guidelines requires an assessment of a no project alternative, as one of the alternatives considered, to 
allow decision makers to compare the environmental effects of taking an action with those associated with 
not taking it.  

CAL FIRE is soliciting input on the range of alternatives to be considered in the PTEIR. In addition to the 
proposed program, the PTEIR could include alternatives that incorporate various combinations of the 
following approaches: 

 No active forest management activities would be implemented, but active fire suppression would 
occur. This would be a variation of a “no project” alternative. 

 Continuation of current fuel reduction efforts within the PTEIR project area, which would provide 
another variation of the “no project” alternative. 

 Treatments that emphasize mechanical and hand thinning, with no broadcast burning and limited pile 
burning. 

 Treatments that would rely less on hand thinning, mechanical thinning, or biomass energy generation; 
and rely more on prescribed burning. 

 Increased or reduced number of acres treated each year.  
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POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS 

CAL FIRE has identified the types of environmental impacts that may result from implementation of the 
program. The potential environmental effects that will be addressed in the PTEIR include impacts on the 
following resource areas: 

 Aesthetics: The analysis in the PTEIR will address the short-term and long-term effects of the project on 
views from scenic vistas, Lake Tahoe, public viewpoints, and along State Route 89 in El Dorado 
County, a designated scenic highway. 

 Agriculture and forestry resources: The PTEIR will analyze whether the proposed treatments, when 
implemented over the long-term would convert forest land to non-forest uses.  

 Air quality: The analysis in the PTEIR will address the potential air pollutant emissions from the 
treatment activities, including emissions associated with prescribed burns, use of off-road equipment, 
and vehicle trips. 

 Archaeological, historical, and tribal cultural resources: The PTEIR will assess the potential for 
degradation of historic, archaeological, and tribal cultural resources from proposed forest treatment 
activities, including felling, skidding, prescribed burning, hauling, and any ground disturbance 
associated with preparing skid trails, landings, and access routes. 

 Biological resources: The PTEIR will assess the potential adverse and beneficial effects on terrestrial 
and aquatic biological resources, including long-term changes in vegetation communities and habitat 
quality; direct and indirect disturbances to sensitive habitats within or adjacent to treatment areas; 
disturbance or loss of special-status plant and animal species; risk of introduction and spread of 
invasive plants; and effects on fish and wildlife movement corridors. 

 Energy: The PTEIR will assess the potential energy use of the project, including from the consumption of 
energy by worker commute trips, haul truck trips, and motorized equipment used during treatment 
activities, as well as the potential for the use of biomass to generate electricity. 

 Geology, soils, and land capability: The analysis in the PTEIR will address the effects on soil conditions 
or contribution to excessive soil erosion from project activities, stream crossings, road maintenance, 
vegetation removal, and heavy equipment operation. 

 Greenhouse gas emissions and climate change: Although forested lands can remove carbon dioxide, 
the most prominent greenhouse gas, from the atmosphere and sequester it in soil and vegetation, 
severe wildfire can cause these lands to emit more carbon dioxide than they store. The PTEIR will 
assess the potential impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions and climate change from the forest 
management activities proposed by the project, as well as long-term changes in carbon sequestration. 

 Hazards and hazardous materials: The analysis in the PTEIR will address hazards from the proposed 
forest management and fuel reduction activities, including the potential for accidental release or 
exposure of people to hazardous materials resulting from the use of motorized vehicles, heavy 
equipment, small motorized equipment. 

 Hydrology and water quality: The PTEIR will assess the potential impacts on streamflow patterns, 
groundwater hydrology, and water quality from project activities, including vehicle access, use of 
landings, road maintenance, timber yarding, and transport of forest products. 

 Noise: The PTEIR will analyze these potential noise and vibration impacts from the project. The project 
activities will include the use of mechanized equipment and hauling activity that could result in 
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temporary noise. Additionally, some mechanical thinning operations could have the potential to 
produce ground vibration.  

 Recreation: The PTEIR will assess the short-term and long-term potential effects on recreation, 
including effects on quality of recreational experiences, temporary displacement of recreational uses 
and special events, and changes in the public accessibility of treated sites. 

 Social and economic effects: PTEIRs may consider the social or economic effects of the project where it 
is related to a physical change. The PTEIR will provide a high-level analysis of social and economic 
effects of treatment activities.  

 Transportation: The analysis in the PTEIR will address the potential for vehicle trips associated with 
worker commutes and haul trips transporting biomass or sawlogs to contribute to exceedances of 
level of service standards and/or vehicle miles traveled standards. The PTEIR will also address the 
potential for traffic from treatment activities to exceed the capacity of neighborhood streets or 
present a safety hazard to local residents. 

 Wildfire: A primary objective of the project is to reduce the risk of catastrophic wildfires that could 
damage Lake Tahoe Basin forests, watersheds, habitats, and communities. The PTEIR will evaluate the 
effects on wildfire and associated hazards, including the potential for impairment of emergency 
response or evacuation plans, exacerbation of wildfire risks, exposure of people or structures to 
significant risks associated with post-fire conditions. The PTEIR will also evaluate potential risks 
associated with prescribed fire operations. 

The PTEIR will identify mitigation measures to be implemented that would avoid, minimize, or compensate for 
potentially significant impacts. 

RESPONSES TO THIS NOP 

Due to the time limits mandated by state law, responses to the NOP must be sent at the earliest possible 
date, but no later than July 15, 2019. Please send your written responses, including the name of a 
contact person, to: 

North Tahoe Fire Protection District 
ATTN: Tahoe PTEIR 
PO Box 5879, Tahoe City, CA 96145 
 
Contact: Eric Horntvedt 
TahoePTEIR@ntfire.net 
 

As they are made available, additional project information and materials associated with the PTEIR and 
CEQA environmental review process will be posted to this website: https://www.ntfire.net/tahoepteir. 

mailto:TahoePTEIR@ntfire.net
https://www.ntfire.net/tahoepteir
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Source: Data received from CTC in 2012, Tahoe Resource Conservation District in 2018, and TRPA in 2011; adapted by Ascent in 2018 

Figure 1 PTEIR Project Area 
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1 SCOPING SUMMARY REPORT 
Consistent with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the California Forest Practice Act (FPA), and the 
California Forest Practice Rules (FPR), California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE) is the lead 
agency for the preparation of a program timberland environmental impact report (PTEIR) for a long-term program of 
wildfire risk reduction within the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) across the California side of the Lake Tahoe Basin. 

The environmental review process began on June 13, 2019 with issuance of a Notice of Preparation (NOP) to inform 
agencies and the public that a Draft PTEIR would be prepared for the project, and to solicit views of agencies and the 
public as to the scope and content of the document. Scoping meetings were held to allow oral expression of those 
views. This document summarizes the comments and issues raised during the scoping process. A complete set of 
comments received during scoping is attached to this document, and a summary of the scoping process and relevant 
comments is included below. 

1.1 COMMENTS ON THE NOP 
The NOP was distributed on June 13, 2019 and is included as Appendix A-1. The public scoping period was 32 
calendar days, concluding on July 15, 2019. Written comments were received from the League to Save Lake Tahoe, 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and the Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Table 1). Table 2 
summarizes the written comments received in response to the revised NOP. A complete set of written comments is 
included as Appendix B.  

Project information was provided, and oral comments were solicited at the following scoping meetings:  

 June 13, 2019, North Lake Tahoe Events Center, 8318 North Lake Boulevard, Kings Beach, CA (beginning at 6:00 p.m.). 

 June 28, 2019. Taylor Creek Visitor Center, 3 miles north of the City of South Lake Tahoe on Highway 89 (beginning 
at 7:00 p.m.). 

The scoping meetings included a showing of the documentary film “Wilder than Wild” which focuses on wildfire in 
California. The meetings were well attended, and many copies of the NOP were distributed. Attendees asked general 
questions about the project, but no formal scoping comments were submitted.  

The purpose of the NOP is to solicit views of agencies and the public as to the scope and content of the environmental 
document. Though the questions may not be answered directly, the resource areas to which the questions relate are 
noted in the scoping summary table (Table 2). The EIR/EIS will include a thorough analysis of the environmental impacts 
of the project for each resource area. 

Table 1 Commenters on the Notice of Preparation 

Name of Author Agency/Organization Date Received/Post Marked 

Written Comments   

Federal and State Agencies   

Federal   

None received NA NA 

State   

Gabriele Quillman California Department of Fish and Wildlife  July 8, 2019 

Douglas Cushman Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board July 10, 2019 

Local Government   

None received NA NA 
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Name of Author Agency/Organization Date Received/Post Marked 

Organizations   

Zack Bradford League to Save Lake Tahoe July 11, 2019 

Individuals   

None received NA NA 
Notes: NA = Not Applicable 

Table 2 Summary of Comments on the Notice of Preparation 

Commenter(s) Environmental Issue EIR Section 

Written Comments   

Federal and State 
Agencies 

  

California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) 

Include a complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent to the 
project footprint, with particular emphasis on identifying rare, threatened, 
endangered, and other sensitive species and their associated habitats. CDFW 
recommends that the draft EIR include: 
 Habitat mapping using the Manual of California Vegetation; 
 Biological inventory of the wildlife species that could be affected; 
 Assessment of affects to Significant Natural Areas identified under Chapter 12 of 

the Fish and Game Code; 
 Inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive species within 

areas affected by the project; and 
 Floristic assessment of special status plants and natural communities. 

Biological Resources 

CDFW To ensure that project impacts to biological resources are fully analyzed, CDFW 
requests the following information be included in the draft EIR: 
 Discussion of potential impacts from lighting, noise, human activity, wildlife-

human interactions, exotic or invasive species, and drainage;  
 Assessment of drainage impacts including pre and post project runoff, soil 

erosion and/or sedimentation in streams and waterbodies, and the fate of 
runoff; 

 Assessment of potential indirect impacts, including to resources in areas 
adjacent to the project footprint; 

 Evaluation of impacts to adjacent open space lands; and  
 Cumulative effect analysis. 

Biological Resources, Hydrology 
and Water Quality 

CDFW Mitigation measures should be designed to avoid or minimize impacts to protected 
species and sensitive plant communities, with emphasis on avoidance. For 
unavoidable impacts, onsite mitigation should be considered. Any plans for 
restoration and revegetation should be prepared by persons with expertise in 
California ecosystems and native plant restoration techniques.  

Biological Resources 

CDFW It is the project proponent’s responsibility to comply with all applicable laws related 
to nesting birds and birds or prey. The draft EIR should include specific avoidance 
and minimization measures to ensure that impacts to nesting birds to not occur.  

Biological Resources 

CDFW A qualified biologist should be present during all ground and habitat disturbing 
activities to move out of harm’s way special status species or other wildlife of low 
or limited mobility that would otherwise be injured or killed by project related 
activities. CDFW generally does not support the relocation or salvage of special 
status plant species.  

Biological Resources 
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Commenter(s) Environmental Issue EIR Section 

CDFW CDFW encourages early consultation regarding compliance with the California 
Endangered Species Act. 

Biological Resources 

CDFW CDFW encourages early consultation regarding potential impacts to lake, stream, 
or riparian resources for the purposes of issuing a Lake and Streambed Alternation 
Agreement if necessary.  

Biological Resources 

Lahontan Regional 
Water Quality Control 
Board (LRWQCB) 

LRWQCB expresses support for the project and recognizes the statewide need to 
address the threat of catastrophic wildlife and impacts from climate change. 
Implementation of projects that are tiered from the Tahoe PTEIR are expected to 
have multiple important environmental benefits, including protection of water 
quality, by reducing the risk of high intensity wildfire and associated post-fire 
sedimentation and restoring forest health.  

Hydrology and Water Quality 

Local Government   

None received NA NA 

Organizations   

League to Save Lake 
Tahoe (League) 

The League expresses their support for the project, particularly the objective to 
restore and protect meadow and riparian ecosystem processes and functions.  

None 

League Returning of seasonal flooding to meadows and floodplains enables natural 
capture and filtration of sediment and nutrients that would otherwise reduce lake 
clarity.  

Hydrology and Water Quality 

League The League encourages removal of encroaching conifers from meadows in the 
project area and aspen stands. 

Project Description, Biological 
Resources 

League The League supports all proposed treatment methods and activities including 
mechanical thinning, hand thinning, prescribed fire, pile burning, and the harvest 
and transport of wood for timber and biomass.  

None 

League Detail all protection and mitigation measures needed to protect sensitive meadow 
and riparian habitat while conducting restoration and fuels reduction efforts.  

Project Description, Biological 
Resources, Geology and Soils, 
Hydrology and Water Quality 

League Incorporate Best Management Practices when managing, maintaining, and 
decommissioning access roads, minimizing erosion risk, and stabilizing all slopes 
and surfaces impacted by Project activities.  

Project Description, Geology and 
Soils, Hydrology and Water 

Quality 

League Address the potential for increased generation of fine sediments through erosion, 
runoff, and dust (leading to atmospheric deposition). 

Geology and Soils, Air Quality, 
Hydrology and Water Quality 

League  Timing for project restoration is crucial. Ensure restoration projects are complete 
before winter storms. The target date for completion of restoration projects should 
be moved to October 1st.  

Project Description, Hydrology 
and Water Quality 

Individuals   

None received NA NA 
Notes: NA = Not Applicable 

1.2 RESPONSE TO COMMENTS 
The purpose of the NOP is to solicit views of agencies and the public as to the scope and content of the 
environmental document. Though each comment may not be addressed directly, the resource areas to which the 
comments relate are noted in the scoping summary table. The PTEIR will include a thorough analysis of the 
environmental impacts of the project for each resource area. Many of the comments received were focused on 
reducing the overall impact of the project and protections for sensitive resources. To that end, the project will 
incorporate Standard Project Requirements (SPRs) in all proposed vegetation treatments under the PTEIR as a 
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standard part of treatment design and implementation. These measures are intended to avoid or minimize 
environmental impacts during and after treatment activities. The SPRs include applicable Forest Practice Rules (FPRs) 
that apply to timber operations for commercial purposes as well as additional measures that apply to all projects. 
Additionally, all vegetation treatments implemented under the PTEIR would comply with all Federal, State, and local 
permits and regulations, including compliance with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and California Endangered 
Species Act (CESA), the Clean Water Act, and the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency Code of Ordinances.  



 

 

 
North Tahoe Fire Protection District 
Attn: Eric Horntvedt, Tahoe PTEIR 
P.O. Box 5879 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 
 
July 11, 2019 
 
Dear Mr. Horntvedt: 
 
On behalf of the League to Save Lake Tahoe (League) I am writing to express our support for 
the long-term wildfire risk reduction program for private, local jurisdiction, and California Tahoe 
Conservancy (Conservancy) lands in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI) on the California side 
of Lake Tahoe, as proposed in the Tahoe Program Timberland Environment Impact Report 
(PTEIR) Notice of Preparation (the “Project”). The League is particularly supportive of the 
Project’s objective of protecting and restoring “meadow and riparian ecosystem processes and 
functions” as these efforts connect directly with the League’s mission to “Keep Tahoe Blue”. 
 
Since 1957, the League has worked to protect Lake Tahoe’s legendary water clarity. Today, fine 
sediment particles are the leading contributor to clarity loss. The Project’s restoration measures 
would advance region-wide efforts to protect Lake Tahoe’s clarity by restoring meadows, 
streams, and wetlands, including, and most importantly, floodplain connectivity. Returning 
seasonal flooding to meadows and floodplains enables natural capture and filtration of sediment 
and nutrients that would otherwise reduce Lake clarity. These restoration efforts would also help 
move Tahoe towards a more resilient condition in order to better weather a warming climate. 
 
Additionally, as it was not specified in the Notice of Preparation for the PTEIR, the League 
strongly encourages removal of encroaching conifers from meadows in the Project area and 
efforts to recover riparian plant communities, including aspen stands. These efforts can further 
help restore natural hydrologic function to meadows and riparian zones in the Project area, 
while reducing fuel loads and creating natural fire breaks. 
 
While the League’s primary interest in this Project is restoration of meadows and streams within 
the Project area, the League also supports the Project’s overall goal of reducing fire risk for the 
Lake Tahoe Basin as well as the Project objectives of increasing “Lake Tahoe Basin forest 
resilience to effects of climate change” and developing and implementing “all-lands fuel 
reduction, forest health improvement, and restoration projects that deliver multiple community 
and ecosystem service benefits”. In order to achieve these goals, the League supports 
assessing all proposed treatment methods and activities as part of the PTEIR, including 
mechanical thinning, hand thinning, prescribed fire, pile burning, and the harvest and transport 
of wood for timber and biomass. 
 
Within the PTEIR, we also encourage the lead agency, CAL FIRE, to detail all protection and 
mitigation measures needed to protect sensitive meadow and riparian habitat in the Project area 



 

 

while conducting restoration and fuels reduction efforts utilizing the above methods. The League 
strongly supports steps to move Tahoe’s forests, meadows, and streams towards a more 
resilient condition through fuels reduction and habitat restoration projects, but these efforts must 
include steps to protect these resources, especially rare and sensitive meadow and riparian 
wildlife and vegetation, from undue harm that could be inflicted during Project activities. 
 
Additionally, the League supports efforts to “assess the potential impacts on streamflow 
patterns, groundwater hydrology, and water quality from project activities, including vehicle 
access, use of landings, road maintenance, timber yarding, and transport of forest products” 
and encourages the agencies involved in the Project to utilize all Best Management Practices in 
managing, maintaining, and decommissioning access roads, minimizing erosion risk, and 
stabilizing all slopes and surfaces impacted during Project activities. 
 
One of the League’s primary concerns with any forest project is the potential to increase fine 
sediment load from project operations through increased erosion and the generation of dust, 
which can contribute fine sediment and nutrients to the Lake through atmospheric deposition 
and runoff. We support the use of all measures to minimize the Project’s generation and 
transport of fine sediment and nutrients during Project activities. Lastly, as witnessed during the 
U.S. Forest Service’s restoration of Reach 5 of the Upper Truckee River, timing for project 
restoration is crucial for ensuring restoration projects are completed before winter storms. 
Amongst the many stakeholders in the Tahoe Basin there is ongoing discussion regarding a 
need to push back target dates for completing restoration projects to as early as October 1st (vs. 
later in October). We encourage the agencies to adopt this earlier target date for completion of 
all restoration projects. 
 
The League is encouraged that the agencies involved in the Project recognize the importance of 
returning natural processes to meadows and streams in the Project area and acknowledge the 
impacts from climate change. We are confident that this Project can accomplish its objectives of 
fuels reduction and meadow and stream restoration while preserving and protecting rare and 
sensitive species and habitats and managing sources of fine sediment. 
 
Thank you very much for your efforts to restore meadows and riparian habitat as part of this 
Project. We appreciate the opportunity to comment on this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Zack Bradford 
Natural Resource Manager 
League to Save Lake Tahoe 















 
 
 

 

July 10, 2019 
 
 
 
Eric Horntvedt 
North Tahoe Fire Protection District 
Attn: Tahoe PTEIR 
PO Box 5879 
Tahoe City, CA 96145 
 
SUPPORT FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE TAHOE PROGRAM TIMBERLAND 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT   
 
Dear: Mr. Hornvedt 
 
Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) staff would like to express 
support for the preparation of the Tahoe Program Timberland Environmental Impact 
Report (Tahoe PTEIR). CAL FIRE is the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) lead 
agency and is the primary authority for project review and approval under CEQA and the 
Forest Practices Act. Lake Valley Fire Protection District, North Tahoe Fire Protection 
District, South Lake Tahoe Fire Department, Fallen Leaf Fire Department, Meeks Bay Fire 
Protection District, and the California Tahoe Conservancy (Conservancy) may serve as 
responsible agencies in approving later activities pursuant to CEQA guidelines and the 
California Forest Practice Rules. Water Board staff anticipate that the Lahontan Water 
Board will also serve as a responsible agency during State Clearing House circulation of  
the Tahoe PTEIR. Water Board staff will likely also be enrolling individual projects that are 
tiered off of the PTEIR under relevant Water Board issued permits. 
 
The PTEIR is intended to support a long-term program focusing on wildfire risk reduction 
in the Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI). The PTEIR will address forest management and 
fuel reduction on private, local jurisdiction, and Conservancy lands in the WUI throughout 
the California side of the Lake Tahoe Basin. It will evaluate a long-term forest fuel 
reduction program that includes initial and subsequent treatments of project areas 
identified in the Lake Tahoe Basin Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP), as well as 
ongoing fuel management on private lands in coordination with property owners. Activities 
associated with the PTEIR include numerous forest treatment activities to reduce the risk 
of wildfire including mechanical thinning, manual/hand thinning, prescribed broadcast 
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burning, understory burning, pile burning, sale and transport of merchantable timber, and 
the transport and use of biomass for energy generation and wood pulp products. 
 
The Lahontan Regional Water Quality Control Board (Water Board) recognizes the 
statewide need to address the current and growing threat of catastrophic wildfire and 
impacts from climate change and the need to actively manage forests to protect and 
preserve forest and watershed health. Implementation of projects that are tiered off of the 
Tahoe PTEIR is expected to have multiple important environmental benefits, including the 
protection of water quality, by reducing the risk of high intensity wildfire and associated 
post-fire sedimentation and restoring forest health. Water Board staff anticipate that 
components of the PTEIR implementation that focus on restoring forest health will support 
climate change adaptation strategies within the Tahoe Basin. Climate change adaption 
has been identified as a high priority at the Water Board and Water Board staff fully 
support projects that address climate change resiliency. 
 
Water Board staff appreciate the opportunity to provide comments on the Notice of 
Preparation for the Tahoe PTEIR. Please contact me at (530) 542-5417 or 
(douglas.cushman@waterboards.ca.gov) if you have any questions or would like to 
coordinate with Water Board staff on the preparation of the Tahoe PTEIR.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Douglas Cushman, PE 
Nonpoint Source Unit Chief 
 
DC:cw 
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