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3.14 RECREATION 
This section describes existing recreation resources within the program area. The analysis includes a description of 
the existing environmental conditions including applicable regulatory requirements, the methods used for 
assessment, and the potential direct and indirect impacts of program implementation related to recreation.  

No comments received on the notice of preparation were related to recreation. 

TRPA has a Fair Share of Resource Capacity Threshold that serves as a policy statement to ensure a fair share of the 
Region’s total capacity for outdoor recreation is available to the general public. Based on the most recent Threshold 
Evaluation Report completed in 2016, this recreation threshold is implemented (TRPA 2016:11-2). The fair share 
capacity of recreation would not be affected by implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR and is not discussed further. 

3.14.1 Regulatory Setting 

FEDERAL 

U.S. FOREST SERVICE LAKE TAHOE BASIN MANAGEMENT UNIT 
National Forest System lands overseen by the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) are managed on a multiple-use, sustained 
yield basis for production of forage, wildlife, wood, fish, water, and outdoor recreation. The mission statement for the 
USFS Lake Tahoe Basin Management Unit (LTBMU) states, “The Forest Service mission at Lake Tahoe is to manage, 
protect, and enhance the environment of this national treasure for the benefit of the people.” Wilderness 
management and protection of forest areas containing historic, scenic, geologic, ecologic, or other special qualities, 
are inherent in USFS management policies. A revised Land Management Plan (also known as the Forest Plan) for the 
LTBMU was completed in 2015. This plan replaces the Forest Plan that was adopted in 1988. The Land Management 
Plan guides decisions on recreational issues. Unique to this plan is the emphasis on watershed, wildlife and fisheries 
restoration, and outdoor recreation with a de-emphasis on grazing and timber production. 

Tahoe Regional Planning Agency 

Tahoe Regional Plan 
The Lake Tahoe Regional Plan contains specific goals and policies to achieve and maintain thresholds. Policies in the 
Recreation Element address three broad categories of recreation in the Lake Tahoe Basin: dispersed recreation, 
developed recreation, and urban recreation. Dispersed recreation includes such activities as hiking, jogging, primitive 
camping, mountain biking, nature study, fishing, cross country skiing, rafting/kayaking, and swimming. All these activities 
require a natural environment and some degree of solitude. Developed recreation includes marina and boat launch 
facilities, ski areas, campgrounds, and beaches. Urban recreation includes facilities located near urban areas, such as 
sports facilities, day-use areas, and recreation centers. Goals and policies for all types of recreation generally pertain to 
providing opportunities and sufficient capacity for high-quality recreation opportunities in a manner consistent with 
resource protection and overall regional capacity. Policies relevant to recreation include (TRPA 2012:5-1 through 5-8): 

GOAL R-1: Encourage opportunities for dispersed recreation when consistent with environmental values and protection 
of the natural resources. 

 Policy R-1.5: Off-road vehicle use is prohibited in the Lake Tahoe Region except on specified roads, trails, or 
designated areas where the impacts can be mitigated.  

GOAL R-2: Provide high-quality recreational opportunities. 

 Policy R-2.1: Wilderness and other undeveloped and roadless areas shall be managed for low density use. 

GOAL R-5: Protect natural resources from overuse and rectify incompatibility among uses. 
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 Policy R-5.1: Recreation development in the Tahoe Region shall be consistent with the special resources of the area. 

 Policy R-5.2: Regulate intensity, timing, type, and location of use to protect resources and separate incompatible uses. 

Thresholds 
TRPA has established two threshold standards for recreation, which represent minimum standards of environmental 
quality targets to be achieved in the region. The recreation thresholds are in the form of policy statements rather 
than numeric standards. As discussed above the “Fair Share of Resource Capacity” threshold is not evaluated in detail 
in this PTEIR. The recreation threshold standard applicable to the Tahoe PTEIR is as follows:  

 Quality Experience and Additional Access. It shall be the policy of the TRPA Governing Body in development of 
the Regional Plan to preserve and enhance the high-quality recreational experience including preservation of 
high-quality undeveloped shorezone and other natural areas. In developing the Regional Plan, the staff and 
Governing Body shall consider provisions for additional access, where lawful and feasible, to the shorezone and 
high-quality undeveloped areas for low density recreational uses. 

The Quality Experience and Additional Access Threshold consists of two parts: (1) preservation and enhancement of a 
high-quality recreational experience and opportunities and (2) the provision of additional access to high-quality lands 
for recreation, including lake access. The status of this threshold standard is evaluated by considering the quality of 
the experience of recreation users and by considering the availability of public access to the lake and other natural 
features. The quality of recreation experiences was evaluated for the 2015 Threshold Evaluation through recreation 
user surveys conducted by City of South Lake Tahoe, El Dorado County, Tahoe City Public Utility District, Lake Tahoe 
Visitors Authority, and North Lake Tahoe Resort Association. Such surveys assessed the overall satisfaction of 
recreation users and compare the importance of identified recreation attributes, such as condition of recreation 
facilities, with the experience that the recreationists perceive. The evaluation criteria for the second part of the 
threshold standard relies on assessing the extent of public land acquired, and the availability of additional amenities 
that provide public access for low density recreational uses, such as trails and trailheads. 

Based on the most recent Threshold Evaluation Report completed in 2016, this recreation threshold is in attainment 
(TRPA 2016:11-3 and 11-11). 

STATE 

California Tahoe Conservancy 
The California Tahoe Conservancy (Conservancy) was created in 1986 to restore and sustain a balance between the 
natural and human environments for public and private uses at Lake Tahoe. The Conservancy provides grants to local 
governments and nonprofit organizations for erosion control, public recreation and access, land acquisition, and 
other projects, and implements a mandate that, among other things, seeks to increase public access to the region’s 
natural recreational opportunities.  

The Conservancy’s Public Access and Recreation Program implements projects that are consistent with the Tahoe 
Region’s Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) and has four primary objectives: 

 To increase and enhance significant regional public access and public recreational opportunities consistent with 
natural resource preservation. 

 To provide a range of public access opportunities to locations with regionally significant lakefront, riverfront, 
cultural/historical, and natural characteristics. 

 To increase regional waterborne and non-motorized transportation and recreation opportunities. 

 To support environmental education, interpretation, and wayfinding efforts that promote stewardship, provide 
information, and lessen confusion for recreationists. 

Core elements of the Public Access and Recreation Program include aiding the planning and construction or 
enhancement of the Region’s hiking and biking trail networks through the funding of design, right-of-way 
acquisition, and project development. The Conservancy has contributed to the planning or completion of over 45 
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miles of Class 1 bike paths, Class II bike lanes, and hiking, equestrian, and cross-country ski trails. These projects 
connect existing trails to create user-friendly networks. Conservancy-funded projects also have constructed and 
improved trailheads to the backcountry, including key access points to the Tahoe Rim Trail, a continuous 150-mile 
hiking and equestrian trail encircling the Tahoe Basin (Conservancy 2019). The Conservancy has also funded many 
lakefront acquisitions and implemented lakefront recreational facility enhancement projects that improve access to 
the lake and provide world-class recreational amenities. In addition, the Conservancy owns several developed and 
undeveloped beaches primarily on the north shore and, in many cases, contracts with private, local, and state 
partners for ongoing management of those facilities.  

LOCAL 

El Dorado County General Plan 
The Parks and Recreation Element of the El Dorado County General Plan includes a number of policies that address 
the long range provision and maintenance of parks and recreation facilities for El Dorado County residents (El Dorado 
County 2018). Policies focus on providing recreational opportunities and facilities on a regional scale, including trails 
and waterways. The following policy is the most applicable to the Tahoe PTEIR: 

 Policy 9.1.3.3: Coordinate with Federal, State, other agencies, and private landholders to provide public access to 
recreational resources, including rivers, lakes, and public lands. 

Placer County General Plan 
The Recreation and Cultural Resources Element of the Placer County General Plan includes a number of goals and 
policies intended to ensure the development and maintenance of parks and recreational facilities to serve present 
and future residents, employees, and visitors (Placer County 2013). The following policies are most applicable to the 
Tahoe PTEIR: 

 Policy 5.A.13: The County shall ensure that recreational activity is distributed and managed according to an area's 
carrying capacity, with special emphasis on controlling adverse environmental impacts, conflict between uses, 
and trespass. At the same time, the regional importance of each area's recreation resources shall be recognized. 

 Policy 5.A.22: The County shall encourage compatible recreational use of riparian areas along streams and creeks 
where public access can be balanced with environmental values and private property rights such as the proposed 
Dry Creek Greenway. 

City of South Lake Tahoe General Plan 
The Recreation and Open Space Element of the City of South Lake Tahoe General Plan includes goals and policies 
that protect open space and enhance recreational opportunities for residents and visitors (City of South Lake Tahoe 
2011). The following policies are most applicable to the Tahoe PTEIR: 

 Policy ROS-2.1: Open Space and Critical Environmental Area Protection. The City shall use the best “un-biased” 
science and engineering technologies to protect and preserve open space and critical environmental areas 
allowing public usage if deemed reasonable.  

 Policy ROS-2.7: Publicly Owned Open Space Maintenance and Preservation. The City shall preserve and maintain 
publicly-owned open spaces that provides a visual break from the urban environment as well as views of 
surrounding mountains, forests, and stream environment zones.  

 Policy ROS-2.8: Restoration Effort Protection. The City shall ensure that public access does not jeopardize 
restoration activities and water quality treatment projects on publicly-owned open space lands. 

Tahoe City Public Utility District 
The Tahoe City Public Utility District (TCPUD) provides parks and recreation services to over 1,000,000 visitors and 
residents in the district (TCPUD 2019). The TCPUD service area extends from Emerald Bay to Dollar Hill and along the 
Truckee River to the Nevada County line. Recreation facilities in the district include: 64-Acre Tract, Commons Beach 
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Park, Elizabeth Williams Park, Kilner Park, Lake Forest Park, Marie Sluchak Community Park, Pomin Park, Skylandia 
Park and Beach, and 19 miles of trail network for bicyclists, joggers, and hikers (including the Truckee River Trail, West 
Shore Trail, and Lakeside Trail/North Shore Trail). TCPUD parks and recreation services and facilities are supported 
through property taxes, facility rental fees, user fees, and grants. 

North Tahoe Public Utility District 
The North Tahoe Public Utility District (NTPUD) was formed in 1948 under the State of California Public Utilities Code 
to provide sewer services to the residents of the north shore of Lake Tahoe (NTPUD 2019). In November of 1967, 
water services were added to the District’s responsibility with the Recreation and Parks Department being created in 
1968. NTPUD’s service area includes the communities of Kings Beach, Tahoe Vista, Brockway Vista, Carnelian Bay, 
Cedar Flat, and Agate Bay. NTPUD manages and maintains the public beaches in its service area that are owned by 
Placer County as well as the North Tahoe Regional Park in Tahoe Vista. NTPUD parks and recreation services and 
facilities are supported through property taxes, donations, user fees, and facility rental fees. 

3.14.2 Environmental Setting 
Recreational opportunities throughout the program area are available within lands owned by State agencies, local 
governments, special districts and non-profit organizations, and privately owned land.  

The recreation opportunities in the Lake Tahoe region are abundant due to the diverse terrain and topography. 
Activities are generally associated with the mountains surrounding the lake (e.g., hiking, mountain biking, 
backpacking, snowboarding, skiing, snowmobiling, and off-road vehicle use), the lake’s open water (e.g., swimming, 
boating, personal watercraft use, and fishing), and the shoreline (e.g., sunbathing, camping, bicycling, and 
sightseeing). Recreation activities also involve the use of open space areas that provide opportunities for nature 
viewing, relaxing, and picnicking. The greater Lake Tahoe region includes the Lake Tahoe Basin (i.e., the watershed 
boundary for Lake Tahoe) and surrounding areas, including Truckee, Reno, Carson City, Alpine County, eastern El 
Dorado County, and eastern Placer County. The Lake Tahoe Basin is home to almost 55,000 full-time residents and is 
a recreational destination with four to six million visitors each year (TRPA 2017), including many who live in nearby 
metropolitan centers within a few hours travel time. 

The recreational activities in the region are a major draw. Tourism is an important part of the local economy and a 
high-quality recreation experience coupled with outstanding recreation opportunities is important to maintaining 
tourism. The peak period for recreational use at Lake Tahoe occurs during the summer months (i.e., June through 
August) and during the winter months (i.e., December through March). Less recreational use occurs in the shoulder 
seasons (i.e., spring and fall). 

PARKS AND RECREATION FACILITIES 
The program area includes park and recreation facilities, such as neighborhood parks, regional parks, golf courses, and a 
campground that are owned and managed by TCPUD, NTPUD, City of South Lake Tahoe, and Tahoe Paradise Recreation 
and Park District. These recreation resources include the North Tahoe Regional Park, Lake Forest Campground, Pomin Park, 
Kings Beach Neighborhood Park, Tahoe City Golf Course, and Brockway Golf Course in the north shore (Figures 3.14-1 and 
3.14-2). Near the west shore, Kilner Park, Elizabeth Williams Park, and Marie Sluchak Park are within the program area 
(Figures 3.14-2 and 3.14-3). In the south shore area, these recreation resources include Campground by the Lake, Bijou 
Community Park, Bijou Bike Park, Bijou Golf Course, Van Sickle Bi-State Park, Tahoe Paradise Park, and Tahoe Pines Day 
Use Area (Figures 3.14-4 through 3.14-6). The program area also includes portions of some ski areas, including Tahoe 
Cross-Country Ski Area, Homewood Ski Area, Alpine Meadows Ski Area, Granlibakken Ski Resort, and Heavenly Valley Ski 
Resort (Figures 3.14-1, 3.14-2, and 3.14-5). These recreation resources provide opportunities for a wide range of recreation 
activities that may rely on developed facilities, such as picnic tables, playgrounds, ballfields, golf courses, and groomed ski 
runs. Some of these resources may also provide access to hiking and mountain biking trails in surrounding areas. Although 
recreation resources that include landscaped or developed facilities, such as ball fields and golf courses, may be within the 
program area, these areas would not receive fuels treatments. 
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Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2019 using data provided by TRPA, the Conservancy, and Design Workshop 

Figure 3.14-1 Park, Recreation, and Trail Facilities in the Program Area: Kings Beach to Dollar Point 
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Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2019 using data provided by TRPA, the Conservancy, and Design Workshop 

Figure 3.14-2  Park, Recreation, and Trail Facilities in the Program Area: Tahoe City to Homewood 
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Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2019 using data provided by TRPA, the Conservancy, and Design Workshop 

Figure 3.14-3  Park, Recreation, and Trail Facilities in the Program Area: Tahoma to Emerald Bay 
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Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2019 using data provided by TRPA, the Conservancy, and Design Workshop 

Figure 3.14-4  Park, Recreation, and Trail Facilities in the Program Area: Cascade Lake to North Upper Truckee 
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Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2019 using data provided by TRPA, the Conservancy, and Design Workshop 

Figure 3.14-5  Park, Recreation, and Trail Facilities in the Program Area: South Lake Tahoe 
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Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental in 2019 using data provided by TRPA, the Conservancy, and Design Workshop 

Figure 3.14-6  Park, Recreation, and Trail Facilities in the Program Area: Christmas Valley 
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BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN TRAILS 
The program area contains an extensive network of hiking and mountain biking trails (Figures 3.14-1 through 3.14-6). A 
small portion of the Tahoe Rim Trail is located within the program area near Kings Beach northeast of State Route 267, 
Conservancy-owned land in upper Ward Creek watershed, and on the north side of Lower Echo Lake (Figures 3.14-1, 
3.14-2, and 3.14-4). Other portions of the program area that contain a number of trails include around North Tahoe 
Regional Park, through the Conservancy’s Dollar Property, within Alpine Meadows Ski Area and Homewood Ski Area, 
near Cascade Lake and Fallen Leaf Lake, northeast of the Lake Tahoe Airport, and in Van Sickle Bi-State Park. 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Public lands in the program area are used for a variety of special events in addition to recreation uses. Special events 
include trail running and mountain bike races and environmental, educational, and volunteer events (see Table 3.14-1). 
The Conservancy receives a number of requests for other license agreements for temporary activities on their lands 
within the program area, which are listed in Table 3.14-1, below. Other public events and activities that occur within the 
program area are also identified. Additional special events could be proposed within the program area in the future. 

Table 3.14-1 Typical Special Events and Activities on Public Lands in the Program Area 

Special Event and Activities Location1 Timing 

Burton Creek Trail Run Conservancy Dollar Property June 

Lake Tahoe Mountain Bike Race Conservancy Dollar Property June 

Nav-X Bike Race Conservancy Dollar Property June 

XTERRA Tahoe City Race Conservancy Dollar Property June 

Big Chief 50K Trail Run Conservancy Dollar Property July 

Tahoe Trail 100K Mountain Bike Race Conservancy Dollar Property July 

NV Interscholastic Cycling Race Conservancy Dollar Property August 

Tahoe 200 Running Festival Homewood Mountain Resort, throughout the Tahoe Region September 

Great Trail Run Dollar Property October 

Great Ski Race Tahoe Cross-Country Ski Area March 

TRPA noise monitoring Several locations (typically urban lots) Summer 

Native seed collection Several riparian areas in the South Shore Summer 

Guided hikes Tahoe Rim Trail Summer 

Trail workdays Tahoe Rim Trail Spring – Fall 

Commercial photo shoots Conservancy Dollar Property Varies 

Non-profit educational events Eagle Rock Varies 

Volunteer clean-up/restoration events Upper Truckee Marsh/Cove East Varies 
1  Some events may extend beyond the location identified here. 
Source: Compiled by Ascent Environmental and Conservancy in 2019 

RECREATION USER SATISFACTION 

TRPA Recreation Surveys 
In 2018, TRPA conducted a sustainable recreation user survey to gauge visitor experience. Over 380 individuals 
participated in the survey (TRPA 2018). Responses were received related to a number of topics, such as which area of 
Lake Tahoe do recreation users spend the most time, means of transportation to their recreation destination, and 
factors that influence decisions about what areas to visit or recreation activities to participate. The survey was also 
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intended to obtain feedback on the quality of recreation users’ experience and the perception of negative factors that 
may have affected the quality of recreation experiences. Most of the responses to the survey stated that their 
experience in the outdoors at Lake Tahoe was extremely enjoyable to very enjoyable, indicating that recreation users 
were satisfied with their outdoor experience. The most common factors that affected recreation users’ experiences 
included the amount of traffic on the roads, availability of parking, and visitor crowding (TRPA 2018). 

U.S. Forest Service 2015 National Visitor Use Monitoring Report 
The USFS develops estimates of the volume of recreation use on national forests through the National Visitor Use 
Monitoring program. Onsite surveys are conducted and help show the characteristics of recreation-related visits to 
national forests. The recreation user data collected through the National Visitor Use Monitoring is for use of National 
Forest System lands within the Tahoe Basin, but because the types of uses and areas in the LTBMU are similar to 
those that occur within portions of the program area, the survey results are representative of similar types of activities 
on forested lands.  

The surveys found that 84 percent of respondents were very satisfied with their overall recreational experience (USFS 
2016). This level of satisfaction is higher than the national average of 81 percent of respondents who were very 
satisfied with their recreational experience for all National Forest lands between 2005 and 2009 (USFS 2017). The 
visitor use surveys also reported users’ satisfaction with various factors affecting their recreational experience in 
undeveloped areas. Some factors that were surveyed for user satisfaction that are relevant to the types of recreation 
experiences within the program area and the percent of visitors that were satisfied or very satisfied with those factors, 
include: condition of environment (77.1 percent), feeling of safety (85.7 percent), scenery (93.4 percent), and trail 
condition (72.1 percent; USFS 2016). 

3.14.3 Environmental Impacts and Mitigation Measures 

METHODOLOGY 
The following analysis assesses the environmental effects of the proposed program with respect to the existing 
recreation uses and facilities in the program area and changes in public access to these recreation resources. This 
analysis is based on review of existing documents, policies, ordinances, and other regulations pertinent to recreation. 
Significance determinations account for the influence of relevant SPRs, which are incorporated into treatment 
design and listed below (also see Appendix B). 

 SPR REC-1 Notify Recreational Users of Temporary Closures: If a treatment activity would require temporary 
closure of a public recreation area or facility, the project proponent will coordinate with the owner/manager of 
that recreation area or facility (e.g., Tahoe Rim Trail Association, Tahoe Cross-Country Ski Area, Homewood 
Mountain Resort, Alpine Meadows Ski Resort, TCPUD, NTPUD). If temporary closure of a recreation area or 
facility is required, the project proponent will work with the owner/manager to post notifications of the closure at 
least 2 weeks prior to the commencement of the treatment activities. Additionally, prior to implementation of an 
individual fuel treatment in an area 10 acres or larger or would occur for longer than three days, the project 
implementer would be required to post a notice in a public location near the treatment area, such as at the 
nearest trailhead or parking area. 

 SPR REC-2 Coordination with Special Event Organizers: The project proponent shall coordinate implementation 
of treatment activities with special event organizers, such as Big Blue Adventure, North Tahoe High School, 
Youphoria Productions, Homewood Mountain Resort, and Tahoe Rim Trail Association and any other organizers 
that seek license agreements or special use permits for the use of public lands in the program area. If a treatment 
activity could interfere with a special event (e.g., trail or mountain bike race, volunteer event, etc.), the project 
proponent shall notify special event organizers at the earliest possible date once the treatment implementation 
date and road and trail closure dates have been identified. The project proponent will coordinate with event 
organizers to identify the trails and timing associated with planned special events and determine whether events 
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could proceed on the site (e.g., if they would occur outside periods of operations) or help identify other locations 
for events on other nearby public land. 

 SPR REC-3 Post-Treatment Removal of Skid Trails: Skid trails created as part of treatment activities shall be 
covered with mulch from mastication operations and, if requested by responsible agency staff, re-contoured to 
promote natural drainage, de-compacted, and/or reseeded. This SPR applies only to mechanical treatment 
activities. 

 SPR REC-4 Post-Treatment Restoration of Existing Trails and Roads Affected by Treatment Activities: The project 
implementer shall conduct minor trail rehabilitation activities, as needed, to maintain public use of any existing 
trails for recreation users such as cross-country skiers, hikers, mountain bicyclists, and runners. Additional trail 
rehabilitation could include removing slash and re-contouring the trail, if needed, to restore it to pre-treatment 
conditions. The project implementer shall repair and rehabilitate any incidental damage caused by this project to 
any existing trails and roads, such as if they are used as a skid trail or are within an active treatment area, to 
ensure that existing roads and trails are open and free of masticated material or other debris after the treatment 
area is reopened for public use. 

 SPR REC-5 Maintain Access to Existing Trailheads: During non-operational periods, the project implementer shall 
ensure that trailhead access points shall be open to public use and not blocked with equipment.  

 SPR AES-1 Vegetation Thinning and Edge Feathering: The project implementer will thin and feather adjacent 
vegetation to break up or screen linear edges of the clearing and mimic forms of natural clearings as reasonable 
or appropriate for vegetation conditions. In general, thinning and feathering in irregular patches of varying 
densities, as well as a gradation of tall to short vegetation at the clearing edge, will achieve a natural transitional 
appearance. The contrast of a distinct clearing edge will be faded into this transitional band. This SPR only applies 
to mechanical and manual treatment activities. 

 SPR AES-2 Avoid Staging within Viewsheds: The project implementer will store all treatment-related materials, 
including vehicles, treatment activity debris, and equipment, outside of the viewshed of public trails, parks, 
recreation areas, and roadways to the extent feasible. The project implementer will also locate materials staging 
and storage areas where they will minimize or avoid visual impacts. 

 SPR AES-3 Maintain Vegetation Screening: The project implementer will evaluate existing vegetative screening 
prior to project implementation, consider the potential effects of vegetation removal both positive (e.g., new lake 
views) and negative (e.g., new views of development). Select vegetation for removal to enhance desirable views 
of natural features and preserve sufficient strategically located vegetation within, at the edge of, or adjacent to 
treatment areas to screen undesirable views from public trails, parks, recreation areas, and roadways as 
reasonable or appropriate for vegetation conditions while still meeting project objectives. 

 SPR AQ-1 Comply with Air Quality Regulations: The project implementer will comply with the applicable air 
quality requirements of air districts within whose jurisdiction the treatment activity is located. Requirements 
specific to PCAPCD and EDCAQMD are detailed above in Section 3.5.1, “Regulatory Setting.” 

 SPR AQ-2 Submit Smoke Management Plan: The project proponent or project implementer will submit a smoke 
management plan for all prescribed burns greater than 10 acres or estimated to produce more than 1 ton of 
particulate matter, in accordance with 17 CCR Section 80160(b). Burning will only be conducted in compliance 
with the burn authorization program of the applicable air district(s) having jurisdiction over the treatment area. 
This SPR applies to pile and understory burning. 

 SPR AQ-3 Create Burn Plan: The project proponent or project implementer will create a burn plan using the CAL 
FIRE burn plan template for all prescribed burns. The burn plan will include a fire behavior model output of First 
Order Fire Effects Model and BEHAVE or other fire behavior modeling simulation and that is performed by a 
qualified fire behavior technical specialist that predicts fire behavior, calculates consumption of fuels, tree 
mortality, predicted emissions, greenhouse gas emissions, and soil heating. The project implementer will 
minimize soil burn severity from understory burning to reduce the potential for runoff and soil erosion. The burn 
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plan will be created with input from a qualified technician or certified State burn boss. This SPR applies to pile 
and understory burning. 

 SPR AQ-4 Minimize Dust: To minimize dust that has the potential to transport fine sediment to waterbodies 
during treatment activities, the project implementer will implement the following measures: 

 Limit the speed of vehicles and equipment traveling on unpaved areas to 15 miles per hour to reduce fugitive 
dust emissions, in accordance with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) Fugitive Dust protocol. 

 If road use creates excessive dust, the project implementer will wet appurtenant, unpaved, dirt roads using 
water trucks or treat roads with a non-toxic chemical dust suppressant (e.g., emulsion polymers, organic 
material) during dry, dusty conditions. Any dust suppressant product used will be environmentally benign 
(i.e., non-toxic to plants and will not negatively impact water quality) and its use will not be prohibited by 
CARB, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), or the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). 
The project implementer will not over-water exposed areas such that the water results in runoff. The type of 
dust suppression method will be selected by the project implementer based on soil, traffic, site-specific 
conditions, and air quality regulations. 

 Remove visible dust, silt, or mud tracked-out on to public paved roadways where sufficient water supplies 
and access to water is available. The project implementer will remove dust, silt, and mud from vehicles at the 
conclusion of each workday, or at a minimum of every 24 hours for continuous treatment activities, in 
accordance with Vehicle Code Section 23113. 

 Suspend ground-disturbing treatment activities, including land clearing and bulldozer lines, when there is 
visible dust transport (particulate pollution) outside the treatment boundary, if the particulate emissions may 
“cause injury, detriment, nuisance, or annoyance to any considerable number of persons or to the public, or 
that endanger the comfort, repose, health, or safety of any of those persons or the public, or that cause, or 
have a natural tendency to cause, injury or damage to business or property,” per Health and Safety Code 
Section 41700. 

 SPR AQ-5 Prescribed Burn Safety Procedures: Prescribed burns planned and managed by non-CAL FIRE crews 
will follow all safety procedures required of a CAL FIRE crew, including the implementation of an approved 
Incident Action Plan (IAP). The IAP will include the burn dates; burn hours; weather limitations; the specific burn 
prescription; a communications plan; a medical plan; a traffic plan; and special instructions such as minimizing 
smoke impacts to specific local roadways. The IAP will also assign responsibilities for coordination with the 
appropriate air district, such as conducting onsite briefings, posting notifications, weather monitoring during 
burning, and other burn related preparations. This SPR applies to pile and understory burning. 

 SPR NOI-2 Equipment Maintenance: The project implementer will require that all powered treatment equipment 
and power tools will be used and maintained according to manufacturer specifications. All diesel- and gasoline-
powered treatment equipment will be properly maintained and equipped with noise-reduction intake and 
exhaust mufflers and engine shrouds, in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations. 

 SPR NOI-3 Engine Shroud Closure: The project proponent will require that engine shrouds be closed during 
equipment operation. 

 SPR NOI-5 Restrict Equipment Idle Time: The project proponent will require that all motorized equipment be shut 
down when not in use. Idling of equipment and haul trucks will be limited to 5 minutes. 

 SPR NOI-7 Restrict Helicopter Flight Patterns: Helicopter flight patterns will be designed to avoid and minimize 
flights over residential areas, the Granite Chief Wilderness, and the Desolation Wilderness. This would apply only 
to manual and mechanical treatments. 

 SPR TRAN-1 Implement Traffic Control during Treatments: Prior to initiating treatment activities, the project 
proponent will work with the agency(ies) that have jurisdiction over affected roadways to determine if a Traffic 
Management Plan (TMP) is needed. A TMP will be needed if traffic generated by the treatment activity would 
result in obstructions, hazards, or delays exceeding applicable jurisdictional standards along access routes for 



Ascent Environmental  Recreation 

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection  
Draft Tahoe Program Timberland EIR 3.14-15 

individual treatment activities. If needed, a TMP will be prepared by either the project proponent or project 
implementer to provide measures to reduce potential traffic obstructions, hazards, and service level degradation 
along affected roadway facilities. The project implementer will carry out the measures identified in the TMP. The 
scope of the TMP will depend on the type, intensity, and duration of the specific treatment activities under the 
Tahoe PTEIR. Measures included in the TMP could include construction signage to provide motorists with 
notification and information when approaching or traveling along the affected roadway facilities, flaggers for lane 
closures to provide temporary traffic control along affected roadway facilities, treatment schedule restrictions to 
avoid time periods of peak vehicle traffic, haul-trip, delivery, and/or commute time restrictions that would be 
implemented to avoid peak traffic days and times along affected roadway facilities. If the TMP identifies impacts 
on transportation facilities outside of the jurisdiction of the project proponent, the TMP will be submitted to the 
agency with jurisdiction over the affected roadways prior to commencement of treatment activities. 

THRESHOLDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Significance criteria relevant to recreation are summarized below. Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines, 
applicable TRPA threshold standards, the recreation criteria from the TRPA Initial Environmental Checklist, and other 
relevant information were considered in the development of the significance criteria. An impact would be considered 
significant if it would: 

 increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial 
physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated; 

 include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities that have an 
adverse physical effect on the environment; or 

 substantially degrade the quality of recreation experience for recreation user groups such as hikers and mountain 
bicyclists. 

IMPACT ANALYSIS 

Impact 3.14-1: Increase Demand For and Use of Recreation Facilities That Results In Physical 
Deterioration of Recreation Facilities 

Implementation of the proposed program would result in short-term, temporary closures of trails, which could cause 
trail users (e.g., hikers and mountain bicyclists) to increase recreation demand on other nearby trails within the 
program area and surrounding Tahoe region. Because of the amount of recreation resources and trails available in 
the program area and Tahoe region, a short-term, temporary shift in recreation user demand for hiking and biking 
trails would not result in the concentration of recreation users on any single recreation facility such that new or 
expanded facilities would be required. Furthermore, this short-term increase in use of trails in other areas would not 
result in substantial physical deterioration or acceleration of physical deterioration of those resources. In compliance 
with SPRs included in the Tahoe PTEIR, project implementers would be required to repair or rehabilitate trails from 
any damage caused by treatment activities. Thus, implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR would not result in substantial 
physical deterioration or acceleration of physical deterioration of existing trails or other recreational facilities. This 
impact would be less than significant. 

The proposed program would implement a long-term, vegetation management program for forest fuel reduction 
that includes initial treatments of individual project areas on larger-acreage parcels of public land and publicly or 
privately owned developed parcels and undeveloped urban lots within and surrounding developed neighborhoods 
that would be completed over 15 years with ongoing follow-up treatments. The duration of individual fuels treatment 
activities that could result in temporary trail closures could range from several days to several weeks depending on 
the size of the project. A maximum of up to 10 active treatments would reasonably be expected to occur at one time 
during implementation of the proposed program. As described above under Section 3.14.2, “Environmental Setting,” 
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the program area contains extensive hiking, mountain biking, and cross-country ski trails in addition to other 
developed recreation resources (see Figures 3.14-1 through 3.14-6). Implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR would 
temporarily restrict public access within individual treatment areas during active operations for individual fuels 
treatment activities. Because forested areas would be affected by implementation of the proposed program, trails 
and open space areas that provides opportunities for nature viewing, relaxing, and picnicking would generally be the 
only recreation resources that would be directly affected. Fuels treatments could occur in the Lake Forest 
Campground and Campground by the Lake, resulting in temporary closures of portions or all of the campgrounds if 
treatments do not occur outside of the operational period for the campgrounds. Thus, there could be short-term, 
minor increases in recreation demand on nearby trails or open space areas as a result of forest closures resulting 
from implementation of fuels treatment activities. Fuels treatments would not be anticipated to occur within 
landscaped and developed recreation or park facilities, such as golf courses, ball fields, North Tahoe Regional Park, 
Pomin Park, and Bijou Bike Park. 

The program area and the surrounding Tahoe region have many miles of trails for hikers and mountain bikers to use 
(see Figures 3.14-1 and 3.14-2). There is no evidence to suggest a short-term increase in use of trails in other areas 
within or near the program area would result in substantial physical deterioration or accelerating deterioration of 
those resources. To help disseminate information about trail or recreation area closures, project implementers or 
project proponents would implement SPR REC-1 and notify owners or managers of recreation facilities or areas, such 
as Tahoe Rim Trail Association, TCPUD, NTPUD, Homewood Mountain Resort, and Alpine Meadows Ski Resort, that 
would be closed during treatment activities. The project implementer would also post notices of upcoming closures 
in public locations near the treatment area, such as at the nearest trailhead or parking area. Additionally, 
implementation of SPR REC-5 would require that during non-operational periods, project implementers ensure that 
trailhead access points be open to public use and not blocked with equipment. 

Because of the amount of recreation resources and trails available in the program area and greater Tahoe region, a 
shift in recreation user demand for hiking and biking trails during individual fuel reduction treatments would not 
result in the concentration of recreation users on any single recreation facility such that new or expanded facilities 
would be required. Additionally, the shift in demand would be temporary and project implementers would be 
required to conduct repair or rehabilitation of any damage caused by treatment activities. Thus, implementation of 
the Tahoe PTEIR would not result in substantial physical deterioration or acceleration of physical deterioration of 
existing trails or other recreational facilities. This impact would be less than significant. 

Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required for this impact.  

Impact 3.14-2: Result In Adverse Physical Effects On the Environment From New or Expanded 
Recreational Facilities 

Implementation of the proposed program would not result in the construction of any new recreational facilities. 
Treatment activities could remove vegetation that currently serves as a barrier to vehicular access or could include 
construction of features such as landings, skid trails, or improvements to existing roads that would create new access 
points for recreational use of motor vehicles and off-highway vehicles (OHVs). These new access points could increase 
the long-term unmanaged use of motor vehicles and OHVs in the program area. This increase in OHV use and 
recreation user motor vehicle access could result in adverse physical effects on the environment. This impact would be 
potentially significant.  

With implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.14-2, the project implementer would install physical barriers to restrict 
new access by motor vehicles or OHVs, which would reduce this impact to less than significant. 

The proposed program would not result in the construction of any new recreational facilities and would not increase 
demand for other parks and open space facilities, such that new or expanded facilities would be required and there 
would be no subsequent adverse physical effect on the environment. Operation of treatment equipment, such as a 
harvester, forwarder, or others (see Figures 2-9 through 2-13), would only use established roads within the program 
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area. As few skid trails as possible would be used or created to get materials to landings. With implementation of SPR 
REC-3 and SPR REC-4, included in the proposed program, project implementers would restore any disturbed trails to 
pre-project conditions, which could include covering skid trails with mulch from mastication operations, removing slash, 
and re-contouring trails and skid trails, as needed. These measures would help deter motor vehicle and OHV access to 
treatment areas that did not contain recreation user access before the treatment. Any potential adverse physical effects 
on the environment that could occur as a result of disturbing and restoring trails, including soil erosion, are addressed 
as part of the proposed program in the appropriate resource sections of this PTEIR (see Section 3.8, “Geology, Soils, and 
Land Capability,” and Section 3.11, “Hydrology and Water Quality”). 

Treatment activities could remove vegetation that currently serves as a barrier to vehicular access. Treatment activities 
could also result in the creation of landings, skid trails, improvements to existing roads, or other features that provide 
new access points for recreation users of motor vehicles or OHVs. Landings would be used by project vehicles, such 
as logging trucks, chip vans, and other treatment equipment to access individual treatment areas. Existing landings or 
existing clearings outside of stream environment zones (SEZs) and waterbody buffer zones (WBBZs) in the program 
area would be used whenever feasible. New landings could be created or modified to accommodate project vehicles 
and equipment. New landings, skid trails, or improvements to existing roads established for individual fuels 
treatments could be used as new access points for recreation use of motor vehicles and OHVs after completion of the 
treatment project. These new access points could increase the long-term unmanaged use of motor vehicles and 
OHVs in the program area and/or provide unmanaged access to nearby forest lands. This increase in OHV use and 
recreation user motor vehicle access could result in adverse physical effects on the environment, such as soil erosion 
or water quality impacts. Therefore, this impact would be potentially significant. 

Mitigation Measures 

Mitigation Measure 3.14-2: Install Barriers to Prevent New Motor Vehicle Access 
To eliminate the potential for new motor vehicle access points into the forest at new landings and skid trails created in 
the program area, the project implementer (e.g., Licensed Timber Operator, forestry contractor, or public agency field 
crew, such as the California Conservation Corps, Conservancy Forestry Crews, or Fire District Crews) shall establish 
physical barriers adjacent to new landings, or skid trails where they access the forest from existing roads or trails to 
discourage post-treatment motor vehicle access to the project area. The project implementer shall also revegetate and 
spread mulch and/or slash in the landing area or along skid trails to reduce the visibility of disturbance of the cleared 
area and expedite restoration. These physical barriers and restoration activities shall be established within 15 days of 
completion of operations in the treatment unit. The types of physical barriers that could be used include boulders, split 
rail fencing, or other permanent physical features that are visually compatible with the forest setting. 

Significance after Mitigation 
Implementation of Mitigation Measure 3.14-2 would reduce the potential for adverse environmental effects resulting 
from unmanaged motor vehicle use in the program area. Mitigation Measure 3-13-2 would accomplish this by 
creating permanent, physical barriers that eliminate the potential for motor vehicle entrance into a treatment unit 
through landing areas or skid trails created by a treatment activity. This impact would be reduced to a less-than-
significant level. 
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Impact 3.14-3: Change the Availability of Recreation Opportunities and Quality of Recreation 
User Experience 

Implementation of treatment activities within the program area could result in reducing access to recreation 
opportunities and the quality of recreation user experience. Factors affecting the availability of recreation opportunities 
and quality of recreation user experience include short-term, temporary closures of recreation resources; displacement 
of special events and other temporary uses; degradation of recreation resources; and nuisance impacts related to 
aesthetics, air quality, noise, and transportation. The number and variety of recreation resources available within and 
near the program area that may provide recreation opportunities while treatment activities temporarily close some 
recreation resources would provide ample opportunities for recreation activities while some areas may be closed. 
Additionally, implementation of SPRs would avoid and minimize disruption to recreation activities. SPRs included in 
the Tahoe PTEIR, compliance with regulatory requirements, and mitigation measures would minimize nuisance effects 
associated with aesthetics, air quality, noise, and transportation impacts. For these reasons, implementation of the 
proposed program would result in a less-than-significant impact related to adverse effects on the change in 
availability of recreation opportunities and quality of recreation user experience.  

Implementation of the proposed program could affect the quality of recreation user experience in the program area, 
which could be influenced by a number of factors, including short-term, temporary closures of recreation resources 
(and associated degree of crowding and congestion experienced by recreation users); displacement of special events 
and other temporary uses; and nuisance impacts related to aesthetics, air quality, noise, and transportation. 

As described above, the TRPA threshold related to quality experience and additional access for recreation is in 
attainment. Additionally, TRPA and USFS recreation user survey results indicate that the majority of recreation user 
experiences are enjoyable and they are satisfied with their overall recreation experience (TRPA 2018, USFS 2016). 
While the Threshold Evaluation and recreation surveys indicate the quality of recreation user experience for areas 
beyond the program area within the Tahoe Basin, they are representative of the quality of recreation experiences for 
the range of recreation opportunities that are available in the program area. 

Displacement of Recreation Users 
Implementation of the proposed program would result in short-term, temporary closures that would make some 
recreation resources, such as trails and open space areas, unavailable to local or visiting recreation users. The duration of 
the closure could be as short as a few days or as long as a few weeks depending on the size of the treatment area. Up 
to 10 individual treatment projects could occur concurrently within the program area. While treatments could occur year 
round depending on the type of treatment activity and weather and site conditions, the majority of treatment activities 
would occur during spring, summer, and fall months when roads and trails are active with hikers, bicyclists, runners, and 
special events. Short-term, temporary closure of recreation resources could interfere with use of trails or open space 
areas by these types of recreation users potentially degrading the quality of recreation user experience. However, as 
shown in Figures 3.14-1 through 3.14-6, the program area and surrounding areas within the Tahoe region contain 
extensive open space areas, including U.S. Forest Service land, and trails that would be available for recreation activities 
that might be temporarily displaced for a short period of time during treatment activities. Temporary displacement of 
recreation users to other trails or recreation resources in the area could result in a greater number of recreation users in 
those areas. Because of the amount of recreation resources available and the temporary, short-term nature of the 
closures, crowding in these areas is not anticipated to occur such that the quality of recreation user experiences would 
be substantially reduced. As described above under Impact 3.14-1, project implementers would comply with notification 
requirements of SPR REC-1, which includes notifying owners and managers of affected recreation facilities or areas and 
posting notices of anticipated closures. Because of the substantial quantity and variety of recreation resources in the 
program area and surrounding Tahoe region, the temporary, short-term nature of the closures, and implementation of 
notification requirements of SPR REC-1, the effects on quality of recreation user experience from closures of recreation 
resources would be a less-than-significant impact. 
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Displacement of Special Events 
Implementation of the proposed program could temporarily affect the quality of recreational experiences by 
temporarily displacing special events and special uses (e.g., educational, volunteer, trail improvement events) that 
may occur on treatment sites. Annual and other typical special events or uses that use trails within the program area 
are included in Table 3.14-1. Organizers of these events include Big Blue Adventure, North Tahoe High School, 
Youphoria Productions, Homewood Mountain Resort, TRPA, and Tahoe Rim Trail Association. Project proponents and 
implementers would comply with notification requirements of SPR REC-2, which includes notifying event organizers 
at the earliest possible date to identify treatment dates and roads or trails that would be closed that might conflict 
with the dates for special events.  

Implementation of SPR REC-2 would reduce the potential for adverse environmental effects on special events that 
could occur within an individual treatment area during active treatments. SPR REC-2 would accomplish this by 
requiring project proponents (e.g., Conservancy, fire districts, landowners) to coordinate with event organizers to 
identify treatment dates and roads or trails that would be closed. If there is a potential conflict between a special 
event and implementation of treatment activities, then the project proponent would assist the event organizers in 
identifying opportunities for locating the event, or portions of the event, on other nearby public land. Because project 
proponents would coordinate with special event organizers at the earliest possible date and assist in finding alternate 
locations for events if they are affected by treatment activities, potential adverse impacts on special events using the 
treatment area during active treatments would be less than significant. 

Degradation of Recreation Resources  
Implementation of the treatment activities under the Tahoe PTEIR would occur in locations that contain trails and 
open space areas that are used for hiking, mountain biking, nature viewing, and picnicking resulting in physical 
damage to these recreation resources. Mechanical equipment accessing treatment areas or hauling of materials to 
landings would use existing forest roads or skidder trails, which could result in some damage to existing roads and 
trails that are used for recreation activities. Mechanical treatments would involve the use of large mechanized 
equipment that could cause damage to road or trail surfaces. Treatment activities could also result in debris on roads 
and trails. These effects from treatment activities could adversely affect recreation user experience if trails are 
impassable or are not visible. Other potential adverse physical effects on roads and trails from implementation of the 
Tahoe PTEIR are assessed in the applicable resource sections throughout this PTEIR, such as soil erosion impacts in 
Section 3.8, “Geology, Soils, and Land Capability.” Project implementers would implement SPR REC-4 that requires 
post-treatment restoration of existing trails and roads affected by treatment activities, including minor trail 
rehabilitation, removal of slash, and repairing any incidental damage to existing trails and roads. Because project 
implementers would repair roads and trails to pre-treatment conditions such that they are available for recreation 
users after treatment activities are completed, potential adverse impacts on the quality of recreation users of roads or 
trails in treatment areas would be less than significant.  

Nuisance Impacts from Treatment Activities 
Implementation of individual treatment projects under the Tahoe PTEIR could result in nuisance impacts from active 
treatment operations, which could create conditions that degrade the quality of recreation users near active treatments.  

Potential nuisance impacts that could adversely affect the quality of recreation user experiences include degradation 
of scenic resources through the short-term presence of treatment equipment. The treatment activities would also 
result in long-term changes to the landscape that previously contained densely forested and vegetated areas are 
thinned, providing views deeper into the forest. Although the treatment activities remove vegetation and trees, 
changing the appearance from a dense forest to a less dense forest, the treated areas would remain a forested 
environment for recreation users to experience. Additionally, over time the forest would fill in with vegetation and 
evidence that the area received fuels treatments would fade. Project implementers would also carry out SPRs AES-1, 
AES-2, and AES-3 to minimize aesthetic impacts of treatment activities by using vegetation thinning and edge 
feathering techniques, avoid staging within viewsheds, and preserving sufficient vegetation in treatment areas to 
provide screening. For these reasons, the visual effects from treatment activities would not have a substantially 
adverse effect on recreation user experience. The effects of implementing the Tahoe PTEIR on scenic resources and 
any associated mitigation measures are further discussed in Section 3.2, “Aesthetics.”  
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Implementation of treatment activities could temporarily decrease air quality due to prescribed burning, pile burning, 
and the use of motorized equipment along unpaved roadways that may adversely affect the quality of recreation 
user experiences. During active treatments, potential contributors to decreased air quality include exhaust generated 
by off-road equipment and machine-powered hand tools, dust emissions generated by ground disturbance activities 
and vehicle travel on unpaved roads, and smoke generated by the combustion of vegetation during prescribed 
burns. Treatment activities, and thus the associated air quality effects, would be short-term and temporary in nature. 
Additionally, project implementers would adhere to SPRs AQ-1 through AQ-5, which would minimize air quality 
effects through compliance with air quality regulations, preparation and implementation of smoke management and 
burn plans, and dust minimization efforts. The effects of implementing the Tahoe PTEIR and any associated 
mitigation measures related to air quality are further discussed in Section 3.4, “Air Quality.” 

Implementation of treatment activities would involve the use of off-road heavy-duty equipment, such as mechanical 
harvesters, forwarders, chain saws, loaders, and masticators. Haul trucks would also be used to transport chipped 
biomass away from the treatment sites. The noise levels generated by these types of equipment would be similar to 
noise levels generated by standard construction equipment, which could be disruptive and adversely affect the 
quality of recreation user experiences. Heavy-duty off-road equipment would not be operated in the same location 
for more than a few days. Thus, any increase in noise exposure for recreation users would be short-term and 
temporary and would not have a substantially adverse effect on recreation user experience. Additionally, project 
implementers would carry out SPRs NOI-2, NOI-3, NOI-5, and NOI-7 to minimize noise impacts of treatment 
activities by properly maintaining equipment, engine shrouds are closed during equipment operation, and restricting 
equipment idling time. The noise impacts from implementation of the Tahoe PTEIR and any associated mitigation 
measures are further discussed in Section 3.12, “Noise and Vibration.” 

Implementation of treatment activities would result in heavy equipment entering and exiting treatment sites. 
Ingress/egress of these vehicles may temporarily limit, restrict, or delay access to recreation areas. If needed for an 
individual later treatment activity, SPR TRAN-1 requires the project proponent or project implementer to prepare and 
implement a Traffic Management Plan that would reduce potential traffic obstructions, hazards, and service level 
degradation along affected roadway facilities, which would help minimize potential issues related to recreation 
access. For the reasons described above under Impact 3.14-1 and under “Displacement of Recreation Users” for this 
impact, there are numerous recreation resources in and near the program area providing many alternative recreation 
options in the event that treatment activities are limiting access to some recreation resources. Additionally, the 
potential for heavy equipment to limit, restrict, or delay access to recreation areas would be focused in specific areas, 
which are relatively small in relation to the size of the program area. Thus, the ingress/egress of treatment vehicles 
would not be anticipated to substantially affect the quality of recreation user experience. The potential transportation 
impacts and applicable SPRs are further discussed in Section 3.14, “Transportation.” 

Conclusion 
A number of effects from implementation of the proposed program could affect the quality of recreation user 
experience in the program area, including short-term, temporary closures of recreation resources; displacement of 
special events and other temporary uses; degradation of recreation resources; and nuisance impacts related to 
aesthetics, air quality, noise, and transportation. As described above, a large number and variety of recreation 
resources are available within and near the program area that may provide recreation opportunities while treatment 
activities temporarily close some recreation resources. Project proponents and project implementers would 
implement SPRs related to noticing the public of closures and notifying landowners or managers and special event 
organizers of closures. Additionally, regulatory compliance and mitigation measures included in Sections 3.2, 
“Aesthetics,” 3.4, “Air Quality,” 3.12, “Noise and Vibration,” and 3.14, “Transportation,” would minimize these impacts 
and reduce disruption of recreation by requiring workers to store equipment outside of the viewshed, minimize 
smoke dispersion, suspend ground disturbing treatment activities when there is visible dust, and minimize the 
ingress/egress of heavy equipment along public roadways. For these reasons, implementation of the proposed 
program would result in a less-than-significant impact related to adverse effects on the change in availability of 
recreation opportunities and quality of recreation user experience. 
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Mitigation Measures 
No mitigation is required for this impact.  
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