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SNPLMA 16 – Tahoe Network of Fire Adapted Communities (TNFAC) 

We had some change of staff but have remained fortunate to be able to provide Defensible Space services. I 

want to welcome Sarah Gley to the Prevention Team. Sarah was hired from our list and as is fully trained, 

working full speed ahead. It is unfortunate to have anyone on light duty, but we have Firefighter Josh Coleman 

able to meet the duties of Defensible Space Inspector, and he is working to help us provide valuable 

defensible space inspections to our community. With wildfire season kicking into full swing and smoke making 

its way into daily life, our community members and staff have been engaged in defensible space and wildfire 

risk reduction efforts. August 2020 figures: 

• 392 Defensible Space Inspections  

• 224 Chipping requests 

• Community Leader Recruitment 

• Development of Firewise Communities 

o Brockway/speedboat, Alpine Peaks, Agate Bay, Chamberlands are all working towards 

certification 

FEMA – Hazardous Fuels Reduction on California Tahoe Conservancy (CTC) lots 

Phase II will treat 281 individual parcels for a total of 51.82 acres of CTC lots from HWY 267 to Tahoe City. 

Bushwhacker’s was contracted and started on July 13th. As of 8/31/2020 61 parcels for a total of 16 acres have 

been treated in the Tahoe vista, Agate Bay, and Carnelian Bay neighborhoods. This project treats State-owned 

lots in order to enhance and provide effective defensible space to our community members living adjacent to 

these lots.  

Sample map of Zone Delta – Agate Bay Neighborhood 
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SNPLMA 16 – Tahoe Program Timberland Environmental Impact Report (PTEIR) 

The Public Comment Period for the Public Draft PTEIR closed on July 6th. The PTEIR core team and contractor 

(Ascent) spent the month of August processing, analyzing, and responding to comments. Ascent also began 

preparation of the Admin Draft Final PTEIR which was delivered to the PTEIR Core Team on 9/4/2020. The 

Core Team is now in an extensive review period. Once edits and comments are made from the Core Team, 

Ascent will prepare a screencheck draft, begin noticing requirements and will look to publish a Final Tahoe 

PTEIR in late 2020! 
o All agencies that conduct vegetation management on the California side of Lake Tahoe will benefit from this Programmatic report as it will streamline 

environmental planning/permitting on commercial & noncommercial timber harvesting/fuels reduction projects. The project-by-project review process 

that has been used to comply with CEQA, FPA, TRPA, LRWQCB, and other regulatory requirements has led to inefficiencies, delays, excess costs, and 

inconsistencies in project planning. We are excited to keep our momentum moving forward with this project, as completion will allow accelerated 

implementation of fuels reduction projects by resource managers in the Defense zone of the WUI on the California side of the basin.  

 

SNPLMA 16 – Hazardous Fuels Reduction & Wildfire Prevention Projects 

I have been using available geodatabase sets to identify landowners that are at high risk for catastrophic 

wildfire and will be looking to engage these landowners for implementation of fuel reduction treatments that 

would begin as early as 2021. I have met onsite with Tamarack Mutual Water Co. representatives to propose 

implementing a 700-1000’ shaded fuel break along HWY 89 uphill of the “Ring Roads”. The current approach is 

to engage CTC, Tamarack, Rubicon, and a few other adjoining property owners in order to implement an all-

ownership fuel break that would tie in to previously treated USFS lands.     

 

SNPLMA 15 – North Tahoe Community Wildfire Protection Plan Implementation 

Hand thin and pile work is nearing completion. NLTFPD’s Rifle Peak Handcrew has been out on fire 

assignments quite consistently, but are still positive that we can wrap up cutting this fall.  On 8/11/2020 

NTFPD and the USFS hosted Congressman McClintock’s annual Tahoe visit. We were able to showcase two of 

our fuels reduction projects, the use of CEQA Categorical Exemptions (that him and his staff help create), and 

further discuss funding process needs so that TFFT partners can continue a legacy of active forest 

management programs. I will be looking to develop and submit a burn plan, smoke management plan, and 

incident action plan for slash disposal pile burning activities that may start as early as this fall/winter.  

 


